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EAST HAMPSH



  
Becoming a Member
What does Community First do?

Our aim is to support voluntary groups and to promote volunteering in East Hampshire. Community First East Hampshire is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee.  We have a Board of Trustees which is elected by the membership.
We have four strands of work:
· Volunteering

· Networks

· Training

· Support

See our leaflet for further details about these areas.
How can my organisation access Community First’s services?
You can access our services straight away by contacting us at the address and telephone number on the back of leaflet.  You will be asked to register as a ‘user’ of our organisation and we will send you a simple form containing your contact details which you sign and return to us.
What next?
We encourage all voluntary & community groups and especially our service users to become members of Community First. 

Any organisation, whether voluntary, statutory or private which operates in East Hampshire or its surrounding areas and any individual volunteer offering their services in the above area can become a member.

There are two types of membership - Full Membership and Associate Membership.
What can Community First offer to its users and members?
· Publication of your volunteering opportunities on the national volunteering database www.do-it.org.uk
· Support with volunteer recruitment and managing volunteers.

· Information, support, development and guidance services.

· Help with the development of policies, eg Child Protection and Health & Safety.

· Help with identifying appropriate sources of funding.

· Hard copy newsletter, e-News and other relevant mailings.

· Hiring of IT & other equipment, use of office equipment including photocopying. Full members benefit from a subsidised rate.
· Ability to borrow books from our resource library

· An entry in East Hampshire’s Directory of Community/Voluntary 


organisations. (Community & Voluntary organisations only)
· Support with training. Full members benefit from discounted training courses when they are available.
What are the benefits of being a member of Community First?
As a full member, your organisation can benefit from subsidised services and discounted training courses when they are available. 

Full members can vote at our AGM and nominate a representative from their organisation to become part of our governing body.  
Members are interested in Community First’s work and many of them offer to help us in our role of supporting the voluntary sector in East Hampshire.  This is something that we can do much more effectively with the help of our member organisations.

Becoming a member of Community First could affect the way the voluntary and statutory sectors in East Hampshire work together in the long term. The more pro-active and supportive members we have, the greater our ability to be a strong and credible ‘voice’ for the voluntary sector in East Hampshire.

Your membership could also increase the leverage we have to influence the provision of sustainable funding for the projects and services of all voluntary sector organisations in East Hampshire.

Who can be Full Members?                      (with voting rights)
Any voluntary or community organisation that contributes to community activities in East Hampshire and has:
· A clearly defined purpose

· A decision-making mechanism (e.g. a committee)

· Terms of reference, a constitution or other recognised governing document

· Financial records and a bank account

 If you don’t have these, we can help you to develop them.

We encourage our full members to put in place the following policies if they have not already done so:

· An Equal Opportunities Policy

· Child and Adult Protection Policy

· Volunteering Policy

· Health and Safety Policy

These policies are often requested by funders in their application forms.  

Don’t worry!  if you don’t have these, we can help you to develop them.
Who can be Associate Members? (without voting rights) 
Individual volunteers and other interested agencies eg statutory bodies, private businesses etc may become Associate Members of Community First.

Is there a fee?

No.  We like a wide range of organisations to benefit from our services – not just larger charities. The many smaller community groups that offer such valuable services in their local areas and villages are a priority. So – there is no charge to become a member.

The only financial risk of being a member is the limited liability of up to £5 should Community First East Hampshire ever close down. 
How often will membership be reviewed?

Every 3 years.

Want to join?
To become a member please complete the membership application form in this pack (or download it from our website www.communityfirst-easthampshire.org.uk) and return it to Community First at the address below.  It will be considered by our Board at their next meeting.

A member of staff from Community First will contact you to obtain extra information for our database and ask you to make choices about what Community First mailings you would like to receive.

To register as a user simply contact us and give us your contact details.  We will do the rest.

Send your membership form to:
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Membership Application: 
Community First East Hampshire

The Tilmore Centre
1 Tilmore Road
Petersfield  
GU32 2HG
Tel: 01730 710017
Fax: 01730 710117
E-mail: admin@cfeh.org.uk
Website: www.cfeh.org.uk
This information is available in other formats. Call 01730 710017 and we will do our best to meet your requirements.
