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WELCOME to Community First’s Newsletter – September 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
		

COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

CFEH AGM and Interagency & Volunteer Managers Forum
On Friday 9 September, CFEH held its Annual General Meeting at the Liphook Millennium Centre. Attended by over 70 members, volunteers and guests, the meeting celebrated the achievements of the organisation over the last 12 months and looked forward to the challenging times ahead. Damian Hinds MP was the keynote speaker and spoke on Government Priorities, Localism and the Big Society. He explained that the coalition is committed to localism through deregulation and decentralisation, empowering councils, groups and organisations within their communities. He ended by highlighting the three main challenges as he sees them, use of resources, finding easy ways to help and supporting volunteering.

VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS
Make a Difference Day: Saturday 29 October
Within the Volunteer Centre we are developing a project involving the Business and Voluntary community to highlight the benefits of volunteering and to encourage different groups to work together to make a difference

COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS
New Training Programme 
Our autumn training programme offers a full range of courses including NEW courses on:

Preparing to Become a Volunteer If you have ever thought about volunteering in the
community, would like to explore your skills and qualities and gain an accredited certificate then these three FREE sessions at Alton Methodist Church and Alton College on 4, 11 & 18 October  09:30–14:30 are definitely for you.  

Bid Writing for Contracts FREE and a MUST for voluntary organisations. This workshop at RKdia, Horndean on 17 November 09:30-12:30 will give a professional overview of contracting and procurement. Easy to follow steps on what to include, shaping your approach, how do you score, what is your unique selling proposition, and writing to sell your organisation.

Other Courses we are offering in September and October: 

Managing your Time Effectively—Working Smarter not Harder        Helping you develop effective strategies for managing your time to balance the conflicting demands of time for work and leisure. Kingsley Centre, Kingsley, Bordon 28 September 09:30–12:30. £35 voluntary sector, £70 others.    
       
Effective Networking Skills         It’s not what you know, it’s who you know!  Church on the Green, Rowlands Castle 3 October 13:30–16:30. £35 voluntary sector, £70 others.

Child & Adult Safeguarding (Protection) Aimed at anyone working (employed or voluntarily) with children and vulnerable adults. Liphook Millennium Centre 6 October 10:00–15:00. £45 voluntary sector, £90 others.    
      
How to Create a Word Template from Scratch Templates are excellent for creating an overall, consistent image of an organisation. Learn how to create them at our session at the Church on the Green, Rowlands Castle 10 October 09:30–12:30. £30 voluntary sector, £60 others.

Developing a Brand for your Organisation— A Beginners Guide       Appearances do matter and first impressions shape the way others interact with us. This is a practical guide to branding without the jargon or hype. Winton House Centre, Petersfield 11 October 09:30–12:30. £30 voluntary sector only.

Emergency First Aider at Work (3-year certificate) Aimed at the smaller workplace where an appointed person must take charge in the event of an illness or accident.  St Mark’s Church Hall, Pinehill Road, Bordon 17 October 09:30–16:30 £55 voluntary sector, £110 others.

Is your Net Working? Using Social Media Harness the power of social media to increase your organisation’s profile. St John’s Church Hall, Rowlands Castle 25 October 10:00–15:30 £55 voluntary sector, £110 others.

Further Information and Bookings 
The full autumn programme can be viewed at www.cfeh.org.uk/. For further information or advice, please contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk or Rachel Dowbakin at rachel.dowbakin@cfeh.org.uk. The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning see www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED
We also offer training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects and bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training.  Contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or Rachel Dowbakin at rachel.dowbakin@cfeh.org.uk to discuss your requirements. 

OTHER TRAINING NEWS
Building Consortia and Working in Partnerships
The National Children's Bureau is offering a one day introductory training course aimed at organisations who are looking to form consortia and partnerships in order to be able to bid for public services contracts. To find out more about this and other NCB courses go to http://www.ncb.org.uk/vss/training__events.aspx.

Hampshire Chamber of Commerce 
The Hampshire Chamber of Commerce offers a range of courses from personal and managerial development through to sales and marketing, business specialisms and HR Consultancy. To find out more including details of courses, go to http://www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/skills_training.

Learn Together Work Together
The Hampshire Alliance works closely with Hampshire County Council Children's Services around Learn Together Work Together, an initiative that has opened up further learning and development opportunities to the voluntary sector.  Use the link below to check out some of the Children's Services Department training available FREE to the voluntary sector http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/training. The full range of Children's Services Workforce Development Team training, much of which is available to the voluntary sector, can be viewed at http://cas.hants.gov.uk/courses/provhome.asp?p=LDCS.

LOCAL EVENTS
FREE Electric Blanket Check
This year the Hampshire County Council Trading Standards in partnership with Hampshire Fire and Rescue and most District Councils in Hampshire are organising free checks of electric blankets and cables around the County.  On 18 October they will be at Petersfield Fire Station.  Please telephone 01962 833 358 to make an appointment or go to   www3.hants.gov.uk/tradingstandards/ for more information and details of other sessions in your area.

South Downs National Park
As part of a series of activities to involve people in shaping the future of the South Downs National Park, the South Downs National Park Authority is organising a series of Autumn Workshops to explore the key issues facing the South Downs that need to be addressed in the South Downs National Park Management Plan and the Local Development Framework. To find out more or to book a place, go to www.southdowns.gov.uk/  or email workshops@southdowns.gov.uk.

Talking Business
Three Inspirational Speakers Chris Moon – motivational speaker and leader in overcoming adversity and going that extra mile, Neil Clifford – CEO Kurt Geiger Shoes and Nicola Youern – CEO of YOU one of the largest charities in the South, have now been confirmed for the Hampshire Chamber Talking Business Conference on 2 November at Winchester Guildhall. To find out more about this event which also includes a business panel debate with interactive questions from the floor go to www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/events/ .

[bookmark: _GoBack]LOCAL NEWS
Community Transport Initiatives
Maintaining access to services is vital for rural communities in order to combat rural isolation.   A Transport Task & Finish Group has been set up as part of the East Hampshire Community Partnership with the specific task of collating a list of potential local transport schemes across the District. As part of this community groups have been invited to submit proposals for local transport initiatives that would meet access needs in the local area. To ensure there is a sufficient opportunity for community groups to submit proposals for local transport initiatives the deadline for submissions has now been extended to 31 October.  To find out more, go to www.easthampshirecommunitypartnership.org/news/. 

Free, Confidential Information
East Hampshire Citizens Advice Bureau has introduced a new telephone advisory service.  For free, confidential information you can call ADVICELINE on 08444 111 306, Text Relay 08444 111 445 or from mobiles 0300 3300650.  Calls are charged at 5p per minute from BT landlines; calls from mobile numbers may be more expensive.  For further information on the Bureau or to access on line advice, go to http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/easthantscab.

Join Eco-town Liftshare to save money and energy
A new lift sharing scheme has started in Whitehill Bordon and Lindford, thanks to Eco-town funding. The website service enables residents to find people to share lifts with so that they can cut their travel costs as well as their carbon emissions. To use the new free Eco-town Liftshare all you need to do is visit www.whitehillbordon.liftshare.com .To find out more about all aspects of the proposed Eco town go to  www.whitehillbordon.com.

JOB VACANCIES
Dorset Rape Crisis Support Centre 
Dorset Rape Crisis Support Centre has two vacancies. The first is for for a Service Manager (SM), full time with a salary of £25K-£30K per annum. The second is a six month contract for an Independent Sexual Violence Adviser (ISVA). This post is offered as two at 21 hours per week or one at 37.5 hours per week with a salary pro rata to full time £18K-£24K per annum. To find out more about either of these posts or for an application pack please contact Sarah Cheadle  at sarah.cheadle@thesurvivorstrust.org  or telephone 01788 550554.  The deadline for applications for the Service Manager post is noon on 30 September and for the ISVA post noon on 23 September.

Youth Clubs Hampshire and Isle of Wight
YCHIOW are looking for new recruits to join their team including a Club Support Worker ~ 10hrs per week, £8.50 per hour, Participation Development Manager ~ 17.5hrs per week, £13,580 per annum, Training & Development Manager ~ 35hrs per week, from £21,012 per annum. For more details and to download an application pack, go to http://www.ychiow.org.uk/vacancies.htm.  The deadline for applications is noon on 30 September.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
Extending Choice of Service Provider
In the White Paper, ‘Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS’, the Government made a
commitment to extend the choices people have over their healthcare, as part of its vision of patients and the public being at the heart of the NHS.  NHS Hampshire is currently consulting on proposals to extend the choice of provider starting with selected community and mental health services, including services for back and neck pain and adult hearing services in the community, from April 2012.  Comments on the proposals which can be accessed at engage.hampshire.nhs.uk/ are requested by 30 September.

Improving the Lives of People with Dementia 
A national challenge that will fund teams to develop new design-led ideas for products and services that make lives simpler, better and more enjoyable for those with dementia and their carers has been launched by the Design Council and the Department of Health. The closing date for entries is 30 September and the Design Council has launched a social network for those interested, to access extensive research on dementia, meet others to form teams, and download the call for entries. For further information visit Design Challenges at www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/.

Social Networking
Deaf-United http://www.deaf-united.com/ is a company set up to promote awareness of the D/deaf community and provide a place where the D/deaf and hearing can find all the resources they need when either living in, or providing services to the D/deaf society.  As part of this it has recently launched a social network site www.deafbubble.com to bring deaf and hearing people together. 

The Disability Forum www.voluntaryservices.com is also working on its own social network site which is currently being tested at www.drumrunners.org/moodle. It is looking for more web testers, individuals and organisations to bring people together on subjects that matter most to them.  If you would like to help, please contact Paul Midgley by emailing disabilityforum@voluntaryservices.com.

Skills for Care wants your details
Skills for Care have produced a briefing on the National Minimum Data Set for Social Care (NMDS-SC) for voluntary and community organisations. The briefing explores characteristics of the adult social care voluntary sector and makes comparisons across voluntary, private and statutory establishments and their workforce. It also looks at characteristics of unpaid volunteer workers in the sector, their roles and demographics. The briefing concludes by saying that in order for Skills for Care and central government to better understand the contribution that volunteers and voluntary staff make to the adult social care sector, it is important that they are better recorded in the NMDS-SC at www.nmds-sc-online.org.uk. The briefing is available at www.nmds-sc-online.org.uk 

Hampshire Alliance of Youth Information, Advice, Counselling and Support Agencies
Hampshire Alliance of Youth Information, Advice, Counselling and Support Agencies represent a consortium of 10 Young people’s Information, Advice, Counselling and Support services (YIACS) supporting young people in Hampshire. YIACS provide services according to local need to thousands of young people across the country every day, a million every year. In Hampshire, there are over 45,000 interventions with young people a year. To find out more about services in your area go to http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/ .

Consultation on Disability Employment Services 
On 11 July 2011, the Government launched a consultation into employment services for disabled people and is seeking views on the recommendations put forward by RADAR Chief Executive Liz Sayce. The consultation closes on 17 October. For details of the consultation, visit the Department for Work and Pensions website - click www.dwp.gov.uk.

NHS Continuing Care 
NHS Continuing Care will provide finance for people who fulfil the eligibility criteria. Continuing care can be paid for and provided in a care home, a hospice or in your own home. There is little knowledge about this form of care. Many people therefore may lose out either by paying for their care themselves when in reality they could be legally entitled to have it paid for or because they were not aware that this care avenue was open to them. Information that gives comprehensive information about NHS Continuing Care can be found at www.alzheimers.org.uk which has an article entitled ‘Top ten tips and hints on preparing your case for NHS continuing healthcare’. It also has other help and advice for those with dementia and their families. If you do not have access to the Internet telephone 0845 3000 336 

SHA Clustering – NHS Management Board Decisions 
Due to the pause in the legislative process, the changes planned for April 2012, including the abolition of Strategic Health Authorities (SHA) and the full establishment of the NHS Commissioning Board need to be delayed. The Department of Health has decided to keep SHAs in place as a vital linchpin in our system until the end of March 2013. The NHS Commissioning Board and other new national bodies will take up their full accountability and financial responsibilities from 1 April 2013. This approach avoids changing accountability arrangements and splitting the NHS cash limit during the financial year and, therefore, offers a more stable platform for transition. From 3 October 2011 the number of SHA will be reduced to 3 clusters covering London; North (comprising of North West, North East and Yorkshire and Humber); Midlands (West Midlands, East Midlands and East of England); South (South West, South Central and South East Coast). These four areas will also provide the initial footprint for the NHS Commissioning Board‟s commissioning sectors from April 2013. To read the full report, go to www.dh.gov.uk/

SHIP Primary Care Trust Cluster Board
The third meeting of the SHIP Primary Care Trust Cluster Board, serving the population of Southampton, Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Portsmouth, will take place at 1.30pm on 27 September at the Riverside Centre, The Quay, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 2QR. The meeting will commence with a public seminar Urgent Care Services - Developing the NHS 111 Service.  Click here for www.hampshire.nhs.uk/about-us.

NHS Hampshire Board and Annual General Meeting
The twenty-ninth meeting of the NHS Hampshire (Hampshire Primary Care Trust) Board will take place at 9.30am on 29 September in the King Charles Suite at Winchester Guildhall, Broadway, High Street, Winchester SO23 9GH.  This meeting will be followed by the Annual General Meeting of the Hampshire Primary Care Trust at the same venue at 11.00am.  The agenda and supporting papers can be found on the NHS Hampshire website approximately one week prior to the meeting at www.hampshire.nhs.uk/about-us/nhs-hampshire-board.

NHS Hampshire Choosing Where you Want to Die Consultation
A recent national survey showed that between 56-75% of us would prefer to die at home but in 2007 in Hampshire only around a quarter of deaths occurred at home. NHS Hampshire‘s aim is to make sure that, when the time comes, patients are able to choose where they want to die with the right services and support available to ensure comfort and dignity. NHS Hampshire would like to know what you think about end of life care locally and what you think of these priorities and would welcome you giving them your views before 30 November by completing our online questionnaire at engage.hampshire.nhs.uk/consult.ti.

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS
Hampshire County Council Adult Services Grants 
The Adult Services Grants to Voluntary and Community Organisations Programme 2012-13 is now open.  Closing date for submitting completed applications is 8 November. The programme awards grant funding to projects which support the priorities of Hampshire County Council and the Adult Services Department.  For further information, forms and guidance notes go to http://www3.hants.gov.uk/grants/asgrants.htm.

Community Challenge Fund 2011
The Community Challenge Fund is a one-off grant scheme by Hampshire County Council for projects by rural communities which help improve local quality of life. Grants of up to £2,500 are available, but you do have to provide match funding. Some of the match funding can be ‘in kind’ e.g. as volunteer time. What will it fund? Projects that help meet any one of these objectives: Supporting sustainable rural communities (including affordable housing, rural broadband, access to services, supporting volunteering and community engagement); Providing effective rural transport; Farming, food and access to the countryside; Economic prosperity; and Climate change, including renewable energy, and making better use of the county’s wood-fuel resource. Who can apply? Community organisations and parish councils working in rural Hampshire. Projects must be completed, the short evaluation form returned, and money must be claimed by 15 March 2012, otherwise the grant offer lapses. For more information see www.hants.gov.uk/grants/.

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS
Comic Relief – Grants 
Most of Comic Relief’s grant making is structured around specific programmes. This defines which group of people or issues they want to support to bring about change. They use these programmes, alongside their grant making guidelines, to inform how they allocate funds. For 2009-2012, they have selected a number of focus areas that build on their previous knowledge and experience. Each programme has a clear strategy that states what they want to achieve and how they will go about it. You will need to read though the relevant programme information before completing an application form. See www.comicrelief.com/ for more details on applying.

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 
The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation aims to award a total of £25m every year via its main fund and other funding strands for specific causes it supports. Priority is given to projects that address significant gaps in provision and seek to improve UK culture, the natural environment and education and learning. The foundation is also interested in supporting projects that help disadvantaged people involve themselves more in society. Voluntary organisations and registered charities whose projects will change communities for the better are invited to apply. Applications are accepted all year round, http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/  

Fidelity UK Foundation
The Fidelity UK Foundation supports a range of charitable activities including arts and culture, health, education and community development. The types of projects funded are: capital improvement, information technology, and organizational development. http://www.fidelityukfoundation.org/index.html.  

Cavity Wall and Loft Insulation Programme 
The Government‘s CERT (Carbon Emissions Reduction Target) is about reducing CO2 emissions, one of the main causes of climate change. CERT came into effect in April 2011 to introduce 100% grant funding availability to any member of a household who is in receipt of any one of the of these benefits: Income Support; Housing Benefit; Council Tax Benefit (not single occupancy reduction); Disablement Pension (must also be in receipt of Mobility Supplement or Constant Attendance Allowance); Income-based Job Seekers Allowance; War Disablement Pension (must also be in receipt of Mobility Supplement or Constant Attendance Allowance); Attendance Allowance; Child Tax Credit (and with an annual income of less than £16,000); Working Tax Credit (and with an annual income of less than £16,000); Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit; Income Related Employment and Support Allowance; Disabled Persons Tax Credit OR be aged 70 years or over. The grant is to ensure that the amount of CO2 emissions from homes is reduced by up to 50% through the installation of cavity wall and loft insulation. Grant are available to all home owners or privately rented properties. If you or any member of your household is not in receipt of any of the benefits or over 70 discounts are available. If you would like to find out more, contact the Insulate Hampshire! team on 0800 952 0037 or visit www.insulatehampshire.co.uk

NOT FOUND THE FUNDING YOU NEED HERE? 
Contact Anstey Brierley anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk or Carolyn Warne carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk to discuss your needs further. 

OTHER FUNDING NEWS
Policy Directions for the Big Lottery Fund
The Government is consulting on draft Policy Directions for the Big Lottery Fund. Much of what is proposed is uncontroversial but NAVCA is particularly concerned at the reference on page 1 of the consultation document to giving preference to projects 'primarily' delivered by the voluntary and community sector and social enterprises.  The question that arises is what exactly is meant by the term 'primarily' and whether this is a coded signal for a reduction in the proportion of funds currently allocated to the voluntary sector which NACVA believes should be 100 per cent. The consultation document can be found at  www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ and consultation responses are required by 18 November. NAVCA will be making its own response but is urging all organisations that might be affected to ensure that their comments are registered.

Information about Cuts in Funding 
Compact Voice has released information about cuts in funding to the voluntary and community sector after submitting two Freedom of Information requests to 351 local authorities in England asking them a number of questions, including: The extent of their cuts to both grants and contracts to the voluntary sector; the percentage of cuts to their overall settlements, and What engagement they have had with voluntary and community sector organisations which are being affected by proposed cuts. They have now made the results of these requests available on their website at www.compactvoice.org.uk where the data can be downloaded as a spreadsheet and is sorted by area. Compact Voice is providing the information in the hope that it will be useful and that it will assist with local and national partnership and policy activities. Please let them know if you use this data, attributing it to Compact Voice if you do.

Support Wanted 
The Bluebird Care Hampshire Disability Cricket Programme supports people with physical, learning, hearing and visual impairments to get involved in cricket across Hampshire and has made it to the FINAL 3 in the National Lottery Awards Best Sports Project Category. They are asking for support of their project by voting online at www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/ .The programme  provides opportunities for over 1000 people every year and you can find out more about it by following the link and watching the video.
 
OTHER NEWS
Microsoft Software Donations for Charities
Working with the Charity Technology Trust (Registered Charity No.1073954) through their Charity Technology Exchange service, Microsoft is one of a growing number of technology companies who make donations of their products to the voluntary sector. As well as software donations, Microsoft also supports initiatives to provide affordable computer hardware, free IT skills training resources, access to skilled IT volunteers and general advice and guidance on technology for charities. For more information about these programmes, visit www.ctxchange.org. 

NAVCA Conferences
[bookmark: main]The National Association for Voluntary and Community Action is holding two conferences on key policy issues at the Hotel Russell, Russell Square, London in November.  To find out more about its Health Conference 'All change! - gearing up for health and social care reforms' on 21 November or its Annual Conference ' Localism - coming to your area soon' on 22 November go to http://www.navca.org.uk/events/home.

Can Charities Use the Olympic Brand
The government along with the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) has put into place laws which restrict use of names, words and other signs that refer or allude to the Olympics or Paralympics.  To supplement existing laws providing broad protection in the names 'Olympics' and 'Paralympics', the Olympic and Paralympic symbols and similar elements, the government passed the London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games Act 2006.  The act prevents an 'unauthorised person' (anyone except official sponsors) from doing anything that 'is likely to create in the public mind an association' between the 2012 Olympics and that person, and/or their goods, services or activities. It also provides an extended list of terms whose ‘misuse’ by unauthorised parties is likely to infringe LOCOG’s rights.  You can find out more on the Bates Wells and Braithwaite Solicitors website - click www.bwbllp.com.

Changes to Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 
The Government will introduce a new bursary scheme to help the most vulnerable 16-19 year olds continue in full-time education. There will also be additional transitional arrangements to help those who are part-way through their studies and are currently receiving Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA). Details about the administration of the Bursary Fund are available in the ‟16- 19 Bursary Fund – Guide 2011/12‟ which is available to download from the Young Persons Learning Agency at website www.ypla.gov.uk.

Music Licensing Fees 
The Community Sector Law Monitoring Group (CSLMG) has been in discussions with PPL on the change to music licensing to play music at licensed events for the past two years, in which it has argued that community groups cannot afford the fees. PPL’s newly-announced 1 per cent charge applies to organisations with an income above £10,000; those below will pay a flat year annual fee of £42, an amount which had been agreed with the CSLMG. These fees will be in addition to those that will be levied by the PRS, the other main music licensing organisation. Defined income, according to PPL, is that received from the likes of door, food and bar takings, building hire charges and subscriptions, and excluding VAT, capital grants, revenue grants, interest from accounts, gifts and donations. The changes come after the Government removed voluntary and community organisations‟ statutory exemption from licensing charges, although the licensing bodies agreed to delay the implementation of a charge until 1 January 2012. 

Olympian Disruption in London 
Up to 3 months of chaos on London's roads is predicted for the period late June to mid September 2012 owing to traffic restrictions imposed for the Olympics, both pre and post the actual event. The causes of the problems include the creation of 56 miles of Games Lanes reserved for games traffic only, a ban on right turns and redrawn bus routes.

Equality Act: New Guide to Health Questions and Disability 
Since the introduction of the Equality Act in October 2010, there has been confusion about what health related questions may or may not be asked at interview. The Government Equalities Office has now published a short guide on what you need to know about the ban on asking health and disability related questions during recruitment. This guide (and many others relating to the Equality Act 2010) can be downloaded at tinyurl.com/.

Forthcoming Pension Auto-Enrolment 
As from October 2012, all large employers will have to start the “Auto Enrolment” of all their qualifying employees into a workplace pension scheme. For small employers (with less than 50 employees) Auto-Enrolment will not start until about 2014. This is not optional and it will apply to all charities and voluntary sector employers. Although the Pensions regulator will have the task of enforcement, they may sub-contract part of this to HMRC. If enforcement notices are not complied with or ignored, penalties will be levied on employers who do not meet their obligations. These can range from a £400 flat fee to £50/day until the breach of regulations has stopped. To help employers plan for this, the Pensions Regulator has published some user friendly information at www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/

Health and Safety for Lone Workers 
New in Voluntary Art Network's useful Briefing series is 'Health and Safety for lone and remote workers'. Go to www.voluntaryarts.org/ for more information. 

Health and Safety Resources 
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has launched new online resources designed to help voluntary/community organisations understand when they have duties under health and safety law. www.hse.gov.uk/ includes information on how health and safety law is applicable to voluntary/community organisations and has a check list of areas managers of village/community halls may need to consider to ensure the hall provides a safe and healthy place for people to use. The resources also signpost users to a range of tools designed to help manage health and safety for low risk activities. 

Health and Safety Risk Assessments 
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has created an on-line risk assessment tool with policy templates for small offices/shops which may also use volunteers as well as employees. Their website also has a number of example case studies such as a charity shop and a village hall which could easily be adapted to a community hall/facility. Go the HSE website at tinyurl.com/ for more information

VAT Exemptions for Youth Clubs 
HM Revenue and Customs has updated Notice 701/35: Youth Clubs, explaining which supplies made by youth clubs and associations of youth clubs are exempt from VAT. It has been restructured and rewritten to improve readability. Go to customs.hmrc.gov.uk/ for more information.

Updated Plain English Guide to the Localism Bill 
This guide describes the main measures of the Localism Bill under four headings: new freedoms and flexibilities for local government; new rights and powers for communities and individuals; reform to make the planning system more democratic and more effective; reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken locally. This document is designed to give an overview only. It replaces the version published in January 2011. You can read the Bill and its explanatory notes in full, and follow its progress through parliament, on the parliament website at www.communities.gov.uk/

Waste Watch and Keep Britain Tidy merge
Civil Society reports the merger of these two organisations, after deciding it would be financially beneficial as the two organisations often chase the same sources of funding. Click www.civilsociety.co.uk to read more.

Horndean Proms - 30 September at 7pm
This event is being held at Barton Hall, Horndean Technology College.  Featuring Bishops Bells - Bell Ringers Extraordinary, The Havant Urban Vocal Group, and The Proms Brass Ensemble (Conducted by Nationally Renowned Tony Bushnell).  Tickets £8 & £6 Concessions (16 and under) obtainable from Horndean Technology College, Horndean Travel (Horndean Square) or Tel: 02392 591167 – Doug Middleton.

Charity Commission Newsletter
The latest Charity Commission Newsletter is available from www.charitycommission.gov.uk/. It has several interesting articles including how reporting on Public Benefit is also a chance to show your impact and possible changes to the financial framework which would affect small to medium sized organisations from 2013. CC News is now published online only. If your fellow trustees, staff members or volunteers want to receive CC News, they can sign-up to receive it from this website. 

Charity Commission Website – section on risk for small charities
Risk management for small charities and new trustees - The Charity Commission has produced a web section on risk for small charities and for trustees just starting out. The three pages cover ten useful questions for avoiding problems, simplified risk management for small charities, and signposting for further information/help on topics from charity law to health and safety. Go to www.charitycommission.gov.uk/.

Last chance to support the Forest Community Centre
The Forest Community Centre in Bordon has beaten 800 communities to be shortlisted for Energyshare funding. If successful, we will be able to install renewable energy and make other improvements. This will make the Centre cheaper to run by lowering fuel bills so more money can be spent on community activities and events. The Centre needs community support to win. Please show your support by voting online at http://tinyurl.com/forestcentre before 30 September.


If you have found this Newsletter useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this Newsletter directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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