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WELCOME to Community First’s e-News – Issue No. 91 March 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

Don't Forget...

Our Big Society Network Event on 31 March at Mill Chase Community Technology College 18.30 – 20.30.  For more information on this important event, and how to book your place, see our training section below or go to http://www.cfeh.org.uk/component/jcalpro/view/271/108.

We are happy to welcome Anstey Brierley, who is taking over from Janet Easton as our Outreach Worker at the beginning of April. Please do contact her as she is here to support small new or existing voluntary groups across East Hampshire with help setting up a group, establishing a committee, setting up paperwork or finding funds. Please contact her on anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk or 01730 710017.
VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS

Spring Cleaning

It’s spring time, time to tidy up! We’re currently updating our records, so if your contact details have changed, or if you want to add or remove any of your volunteering opportunities, please let us know. 

Drop-in sessions 

Drop-in sessions are continuing around East Hampshire, so if you have any leaflets promoting your organisation which you would like us to hand out please let us know.

What can young people do for you?

We are currently working in Alton College but also with young people across the area helping them find volunteering opportunities. Ask yourself the question “what could a young person or persons do for us”? The young people are the volunteers of the future. If you think young people could help your organisation please contact us at the Volunteer Centre.

Group Volunteering

We’ve had an enquiry from a group of business people wanting to do a days volunteering. They want to do something that will leave a lasting legacy, if anyone has a project that they could do please let us know.
COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS

Big Society Network Event

Would you like to become part of a Local Focus Group?  Not sure what this might mean?  The Big Society is the flagship policy idea of the Coalition Government that aims to take away the power from politicians and give it to the people. This is a powerful “bottom-up” vision.  The first step is to bring key people together and discuss how you would like to influence the agenda and what this will mean at a local level.  VENUE: Mill Chase Community Technology College 31 March 18.30-20.30. Cost £15 with bursaries available for individual members of the public.  Lite bites and refreshments at 18.00.  

Total Communication Training

Total Communication is communicating with people with learning disabilities and giving

them more choice and control to live as they want. Want to know more? Community First and Hampshire County Council are holding a special event on 6 April 09.15- 16.15 at Badger Farm Community Centre, Winchester. The session will cover various aspects of Total Communication including exercises to explore practical ideas for making communication easier.  For further information ot If you would like to attend this session please contact the Community Support Team at community.support@hants.gov.uk. 

Other Courses in Late March/April

IT-An Introduction to Microsoft Publisher Get your flyers noticed by using

Microsoft Publisher! VENUE: RKdia, Horndean, 28 March 09.30-15.30. 

 

Healthier Food and Special Diets (Chartered Institute of Environmental

Health) Level 2 - this session provides a good, basic understanding of nutrition that will enable you to plan well-balanced meals. VENUE: Forest Community Centre, Nr. Bordon, 29 March 09.30-16.30.  

 

NEW Organising a Community Event - a step by step guide to  the issues involved in organising an Event for example, to celebrate a royal wedding, to raise money for your child’s school, or for business networking. VENUE: St. John's Church Hall, Rowlands Castle, 30 March 09.30-12.30

 

NEW Managing Voluntary and Community Organisations. Find out the 5 most

important points on managing voluntary and community organisations. VENUE: Horndean

Technology College, 31 March 10.00-15.00. 

NEW Enjoy Email and Outlook - how best to manage those daily emails and survive in the world of electronic communication.  VENUE:  Alton College, 8 April 09.30-17.00.  

Bookings and Further Information

Places for all courses need to be booked in advance. You can contact bookings@cfeh.org.uk  to book your place or use our new online booking form. Simply go on the website www.cfeh.org.uk, click the Training tab on the left hand side and follow the drop down link to Training Booking Form and away you go!

All of these training sessions are subsidised, however, if you become a member of Community First then new full members will receive 20% discount off these course fees in the first year of membership.  Also, the cost can be reduced even further if you are a small, volunteer led, group in East Hampshire.  To obtain further information about this extra discount, please contact us in confidence.

For more information on these and other training issues contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk or Chris Turner at chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk. The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning. See http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.htm.

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED

Our new summer programme will be emailed to all our contacts and on the Community First website in early April. If you have any queries or want to ensure that you receive a copy please email Liz Moore or Chris Turner at the address below. Community First can also offer bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training tailored to your organisation's needs, and training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects.  Contact Liz Moore or Chris Turner at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk to discuss your requirements. 

OTHER TRAINING NEWS 

East Hampshire Community Learning Forum

If you are in East Hampshire, these FREE forums are a chance to share your training news and experiences with other training providers and participants.  VENUE: EHDC Offices, Petersfield, next meeting 14 June, 13.45-16.00. For more information or, if you would like to attend, please contact Liz Moore on  liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk.

LOCAL EVENTS

Celebrating the South Downs National Park

To mark this unique moment forPetersfield and its surrounding area, the Petersfield Society is celebrating the South Downs Park on 23 March at Herne Farm Leisure Centre with the Chair of the South Downs National Park Authority - Margaret Paren and the CPRE slide show "Portrait of the Park". For further information on this event which starts at 19.30 please go to http://www.petersfieldsociety.org.uk/Events/events.html. 
On 1 April the South Downs National Park Authority takes lead responsibility for keeping the South Downs National Park a special place. To mark this very important day, an opening ceremony and celebration will be held on the historic market square in the centre of Petersfield. For more information on this event, which opens at 11.45, go to http://www.easthampshire.org/2011/news/south-downs-national-park-launch-celebration/.
Play and Sport Event

On 26 March children will have the chance to take part in a sport they may not have tried before at the Taro Leisure Centre’s Inclusive Sport and Play Event in Petersfield. Run between 10.00 and 15.00, the day will include sports such as basketball, sitting volleyball, cricket and football.  Further information on the event and how to book your place is at http://www.easthampshire.org/2011/event/sport-and-play-event/ 

Opportunity to Meet Flexible Childminders

Services for Young Children (SfYC), in partnership with the Hampshire National Childminding Association (NCMA), is providing an opportunity for parents and carers to meet with Hampshire childminders face-to-face to discuss the range of services they can offer. For further information on this event at Hollywater School, Bordon on 6 April 19.00 -21.00 please email childcare@hants.gov.uk  by 30 March.

Village Agents

Village Agents is a 15 month pilot project (starting March 2011), between  Hampshire County Council’s Older People’s Well-Being Team, Age Concern Hampshire and several District Councils which jointly aims to build and develop the ways older people find and benefit from information in rural areas.  You can find out more about the scheme and a FREE information session on 13 April at Badger Farm Community Centre, Winchester by going to  http://www.goodneighbourhampshire.org/website/?p=453. 

Advance Notice

The Hampshire Alliance is organising an event for 16 May to discuss:

· The future of Integrated Youth Support Services and 

· Social Impact Bonds

Further information will be posted on the Events section of the Alliance website http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/ in due course or contact ian.milsom@action.hants.org.uk .

LOCAL NEWS

New Hampshire Concessionary Fares Scheme

From 1 April Hampshire County Council has responsibility for the Concessionary Fares Scheme across Hampshire. Older residents or those over five who have specific disabilities, can take advantage of free travel on local buses throughout Hampshire and the rest of England. For full details of the new Hampshire Scheme and details of eligibility go to http://www3.hants.gov.uk/bus_pass_leaflet_-_2011.pdf.

Children's Centre Consultation Extended

Hampshire County Council is extending its current consultation on the re-organisation of Children's Centres to 15 April. For further information please go to http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/news/256. The Alliance would appreciate a copy of your response. 

Superfast Broadband - Getting Hampshire Connected

Many parts of rural Hampshire have very poor internet access. Hampshire County Council, together with its public sector partners, is running a campaign to secure Government funding, to help bring faster broadband to these areas, which will otherwise be missed out. To find out more and join the campaign go to  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/broadband.  

JOB VACANCIES

Female Child and Refuge Support Worker

East Hampshire Domestic Abuse Service, part of Havant Women’s Aid, is currently looking for a caring and enthusiastic woman to join their new team providing refuge accommodation in East Hampshire. For further information on this post email admin@hwaid.org or write to PO Box 53, Havant, PO9 1UA. The closing date for completed applications is 1 April.

Volunteer Centre "Opening Doors Project" Worker

The aim of this Havant Council of Community Service project is to support unemployed people in Havant into volunteering and to develop new volunteering initiatives. The closing date for application is 31 March and an information pack with full details of the project worker post can be downloaded at www.havantccs.org.uk/vacancies. 

Volunteering Opportunity

An easy way to support the Samaritans is by helping with their successful House to House envelope collection. This is held each spring, and they would welcome people in Petersfield who can deliver envelopes in their local road or neighbourhood and later collect them, taking approximately 4 hours of your time between 2 and 16 April. To volunteer or for further information contact Peter Hodgson on hodgson308@virginmedia.com
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Parent Voice

Parent Voice is a network of parents and carers of children with disabilities in Hampshire providing a single point of contact for the information and advice you need for your child aged 0-19. Through Parent Voice, you can share your experiences and benefit from the knowledge gained by other parents/carers. To see the latest information or sign up for their newsletter go to http://www.parentvoice.info/en/Home_Page. 

Blue Badge Reforms

The Blue Badge Advice Line will be closing on 30 March. After this date, general enquiries about the scheme should be directed to local authorities. General information will be available on the Department for Transport’s web-site and on directgov.  For further information go to 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/transportforyou/access/bluebadge/reform/
New on-line directory  

INDI (the Infrastructure Network for Disability Information) South East has launched a new on-line directory of disability organisations based in, or providing support to, the South East of England. The directory is one of the key services on the INDI South East website with over 250 organisations listed. To view the directory and for further information on this and other services provided by INDI go to http://www.indi.org.uk/create_page.php?page_name=index  

Help with 2011 Census 

One of the census’s main aims is to help place healthcare and personal social services within easy reach of people who have a long-term health problem or disability. So it’s really important to make it easy for such people to take part in the census. Find out about the extra help available to anyone who has difficulty filling in their questionnaire by going to   http://2011.census.gov.uk/Census-Partners/Communities/Accessibility-and-literacy . 

New communication guide 
A guide to communicating with people with the most complex needs, including people with profound and multiple learning disabilities (PMLD) is now available on www.mencap.org.uk/communication.

Self-Directed Support Easy Read Leaflet

The system for providing social care for adults is being transformed. The emphasis is now on the individual's choice, control over the support services they receive. Hampshire County Council's easy read easy read guide to getting the support you need can be found at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/easy-read-sds.pdf.

Mental Health Strategy

In October 2009 stakeholders in mental health services in Hampshire were invited to a Mental Health Joint Commissioning Strategy engagement event.  A further event is now being held to inform prioritisation of commissioning and ensuring that every penny spent on commissioned services is effective. To find out more about the Strategy or the event, on 28 March at the Middle Brook Centre, Winchester, please email plum.merrick@hants.gov.uk. 

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS

HIWCF Local Giving

Localgiving.com allows the public to find and give to local charities and community groups, even those too small to be registered. Each of these groups is vetted by HIWCF before appearing on Localgiving.com. Public donations will give new hope and support to groups who often find it difficult to obtain funding. HIWCF also manages the distribution of funds to the local group, to ensure that donations are appropriately spent by trustworthy charitable organisations.
So the public can feel confident about the donations they make. All Community Foundations that work with Localgiving.com follow quality standards endorsed by the Charity Commission .Both Localgiving.com’s shareholders are registered UK charities who are committed to promoting local communities and helping them thrive by providing a steady stream of support and recognition. Localgiving.com's fee covers the maintenance of the system, processing of payments, and customer care. Any surpluses made by Localgiving.com are required to be given back to the two shareholders, both registered charities whose objectives are to encourage local philanthropy.
The Localgiving.com for Hampshire and Isle of Wight region will be coordinated by Bernice Heller. There is a small cost involved, the first three months are free then there is a charge of £60 for the rest of the year. Groups can send their own supporters to sponsor them online and can receive gift aid through the site even if they are not registered to receive gift aid.

For further information about Localgiving.com go to http://localgiving.com/home or contact the

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation on 01256 776101, Email: info@hantscf.org.uk or http://www.hantscf.org.uk/
Fieldfare LEADER project

The Fieldfare LEADER project which runs until December 2013 can provide grants of up the £50k to rural businesses and communities in the local authority districts of Winchester and East Hampshire, excluding the urban areas of Winchester City, Petersfield, Alton, Whitehill-Bordon and Horndean. To find out more go to  www.Fieldfareleader.org.uk or contact Catherine Hawkins at  CHawkins@Winchester.gov.uk  to book your place on one of the project workshops in Winchester on  31 March or 17 April.

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS

Brook Trust

The Brook Trust supports charitable organisations that carry out arts and social welfare activities. Its priorities are support for parenting, women's charities and learning activities. http://www.brooktrust.org/ 
BBC Children in Need Appeal
Grants are open to UK charities and nfp organisations working with disadvantaged children and young people who are 18 years old and under. There are four general grant deadlines each year: 15 January, 15 April, 15 July, 15 October and general grants include Small grants of £10,000 or less per year for up to three years and Main Grants over £10,000 per year for up to three years  http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey

Church and Community Fund (England)
Funding for projects to strengthen the relationship between the church and the local communities which should benefit the church locally and as a whole, and should manifest a sense of vision in responding to need(s).  www.churchandcommunityfund.org.uk
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 
The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation aims to award a total of £25m every year via its main fund and other funding strands for specific causes it supports. Priority is given to projects that address significant gaps in provision and seek to improve UK culture, the natural environment and education and learning. The foundation is also interested in supporting projects that help disadvantaged people involve themselves more in society. 
Voluntary organisations and registered charities whose projects will change communities for the better are invited to apply. Applications are accepted all year round, http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/  

Fidelity UK Foundation

The Fidelity UK Foundation supports a range of charitable activities including arts and culture, health, education and community development. The types of projects funded are: capital improvement, information technology, and organizational development. http://www.fidelityukfoundation.org/index.html 

Ironmongers Company

The Ironmongers Company supports projects that provide opportunities for disadvantaged children and young people to fulfill their potential. Grants range from a few hundred pounds up to around £10,000. Go to

http://www.ironhall.co.uk/charities/organisations.htm 
PRS for Music Foundation
PRS for Music Foundation is looking to support music creators, performers and promoters who are involved in creatively adventurous or pioneering musical activity. It does this by offering a wide range of funding schemes for new music activity. www.prsformusicfoundation.com

The Ashden Trust

This is a grant-making charity established in 1989 and is one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts. They primarily support programmes focusing on climate change, sustainable development, or improving the quality of life in poorer communities. They make small grants typically between £1,000 and £20,000 to organisations with a track record of delivering innovative and effective projects. Grants can be awarded under six main themes: Environment Projects Overseas, Environmental Projects UK, Sustainable Regeneration, People at Risk, Community Arts and Social Investment Fund. Applications may be submitted at any time.  http://www.ashdentrust.org.uk/ 
NOT FOUND THE FUNDING YOU NEED HERE? 

Contact Anstey Brierley (anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk) or Carolyn Warne (carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk) to discuss further or to subscribe to the Fit4Funding enewsletter. 

OTHER NEWS

Sponsor a Band by being the Band

On 10 July the Basingstoke and District Disability Forum is hoping to have “Heavy Load”, a band most of whom have disabilities, to play at the Basingstoke Festival. To raise funds to get the band to Basingstoke, Paul Midgley from the Forum, in his other role as a Drum Runner www.drumrunners.org/moodle , is offering music workshops for the first 4 groups that are willing to raise £125 each. For further information on this offer please email Paul Midgley at disabilityforum@voluntaryservices.com.

Stepping Stones Down Syndrome Support Group 

This group, run by parents, for parents and carers of children with Down syndrome in North Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey, is inviting Face Book members to vote for them in the Douwe Egberts Facebook competition to win up to £10,000 of funding for the group.  To vote go to www.localstar.co.uk/cause/stepping-stones-ds. 

Equality Act Update

Sandy Adirondack has issued a number of updates on changes affecting voluntary organisations including abolition of the default retirement age from 1 October and information about pre-employment questions about health and disability.  For further information on this and other aspects of employment law potentially affecting the voluntary sector go to www.sandy-a.co.uk/employment.htm.

National Citizen Service 2012
The first NCS pilots are taking place this summer, with over 11,000 places available. Next year the government wants to make 30,000 NCS places available, and the Office for Civil Society is now looking for a range of organisations, or groups of organisations, to deliver the second round of NCS pilots in summer 2012. A series of information events are being held for organisations interested in bidding to become one of the 2012 NCS pilot providers.

Full information is available on the Department for Education website.
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/nationalcitizenservice/a0075357/national-citizen-service
Consultation on the Special Educational Needs Green Paper 

'Support and aspiration: A new approach to special educational needs and disability' makes wide-ranging proposals to respond to the frustrations of children and young people, their families and the professionals who work with them. To view the proposals go to 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/sen/a0075339/sengreenpaper  The closing date for comments is 30 June.

If you have found this e-News useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this e-News directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to info@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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