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WELCOME to Community First’s e-News – Issue No. 89 January 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

Next Interagency and Volunteer Manager's Forum 
An opportunity for the voluntary sector to meet and to share ideas. Please join us at our next event 'Gathering of Faiths' on 8 February at St Johns Church Hall, Rowlands Castle 10.00–12.00 when representatives from different faiths in our communities will give short informal talks about their beliefs. There will be an opportunity to network after the event over a vegetarian buffet lunch, available for £3 per head. Booking is essential: to reserve a place please phone 02392 415556 or email admin@havantccs.org.u

 HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@havantccs.org.uk"
k saying whether you require lunch and/or have any special requirements.

Community plan drawn up with East Hampshire’s ethnic minorities 

The results of Community First's research carried out with the African Caribbean, Bangladeshi and Chinese communities in East Hampshire have been pulled into a community action plan. We would like residents’ views on this plan and residents from any of the communities can visit one of our workshops to contribute. The workshops are being held on: 26 January, 9.30-10.30 at Petersfield Library; 8 February, 13.00–14.00 at St. John's Church Hall, Rowlands Castle; 16 February, 9.30-10.30 at Liphook Library; 16 February 9.30-10.30 at Forest Community Centre; 6 March, 9.30-10.30 at Alton Library. For more information please contact Anstey Brierley at Community First on 01730 710017 or email anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk. 

VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS

Alton College Volunteering Partnership

Alton College has developed an exciting link with Community First East Hampshire and starting this month, students will be encouraged and supported to take up voluntary work as part of their sixth form education. The scheme will be managed by the Volunteer Centre who will match students with local volunteering opportunities. Helen Freeston will be spending one day per week in College helping students identify what they would like to do, signposting them to an opportunity and supporting them with the placement details.

Community Volunteering Certificates Ceremony

We are delighted to announce there will be an opportunity in 2011 to say a big thank you to all our volunteers for their commitment in the previous year! This recognition and celebration of Volunteering (a partnership between Volunteer Centre East Hampshire and East Hampshire District Council), is a unique opportunity to acknowledge the time, energy, talents and skills given by volunteers to your own organisation, in the company of others from across the District. To find out more about nominating your volunteers see www.cfeh.org.uk/component/content/article/3-newsflash/294-volunteering-certificates.

V Youth Volunteering Programme To Close

The current government have decided to withdraw all the fiscal support that V has used to fund the network and projects over the last 3 years. All youth volunteering in East Hampshire will revert to being managed by the Volunteer Centre.
For more information on Volunteer Centre activities and events contact volunteer@cfeh.org.uk.
COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS

Places for all courses need to be booked in advance, contact bookings@cfeh.org.uk  to book your place. For more information contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or Chris Turner at chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk. The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning, for more information see www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.htm. 

Coming soon

NEW Skilling up your staff. Aimed at voluntary and community sector leaders and managers, this session will demonstrate various training needs assessment tools and look at practical ways of meeting training and development needs.  VENUE: RKdia, Horndean – 8 March 10.30–12.30.

Courses in January and February

NEW Why a business plan is so important for your success. A step by step approach to business planning that will enhance your ability to develop your business, how to market effectively and plan for sustainability. VENUE: Kingsley Centre, Nr. Bordon – 27 January 10.00-15.00. 

Introduction to youth work. Explore the roles and activities of youth workers which can then be applied to your own roles, and how best to work with young people. VENUE: Headley Down Community Association –  28 January 14.30-17.30. 

NEW Safer people handling/manual handling of people in the care sector. A practical session covering assisting and supporting people in getting up from chairs, wheelchairs, into cars etc. VENUE: Festival Hall, Petersfield –  8 February 09.30-12.30. 

NEW Managing change – managing people’s fear. Change is good, but how best to manage it? VENUE: Queen Elizabeth Country Park – 11 February 10.00-13.00. 

Creating and designing a basic website. Learn how to create your own website; ideal for people with basic word processing knowledge and does not require the use of expensive

and complicated web design packages. VENUE: Alton College – 15 February 09.45-15.00. 

Emergency first aider at work. Teaches the appointed person to take charge in the event of an illness or accident. A certificate will be issued valid for 3 years. VENUE: Forest Community Centre, Bordon – 17 February 09.30-16.00.

How to write effective press releases. Learn how best to write a well-written, newsy press release which can publicise and promote your organisation. VENUE: Church on the Green, Rowlands Castle – 18 February 09.30-14.30. 

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED

Our full Spring 2011 Training Programme can be viewed and downloaded at www.cfeh.org.uk/information/training.  Community First can also offer bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training tailored to your organisation's needs, and training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects.  Contact Liz Moore or Chris Turner at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk to discuss your requirements. 

OTHER TRAINING NEWS

Nominate a learner for an Adult Learners' Week Award 

If you know an outstanding adult learner or project from the South East that inspires you, nominate them NOW for the Adult Learners’ Week Awards 2011. Nominations close at 17.00 on 28 January and winners will be invited with their nominator to a ceremony during Adult Learners’ Week which is 14 – 20 May.  To find out more or to make a nomination go to www.alw.org.uk/. 

Seminars for Charity Trustees

New Philanthropy Capital, in partnership with The Clothworkers Company is organising three seminars on 7 February, 7 March and 4 April which focus on issues that are on the minds of most charity boards at the moment and explore how trustees can make sure that their charities are as effective as possible in the context of a rapidly changing political and financial environment. For further information or to book a place go to www.philanthropycapital.org/how_we_help/training_and_events/trustee_seminars_2011.aspx?dm_i=59B,CBJI,37BRPH,YX4S,1 

Disability awareness & care sector workshops
The All Inclusive Foundation offers a range of bespoke workshops to assist organisations in increasing their customer care towards disabled people.  For further information go to www.allinclusivecic.com/disability-awareness-workshops.html.
Mentoring and Befriending Foundation

The Mentoring and Befriending Foundation's national training programme offers courses at locations across England as part of its commitment to help increase the knowledge and skills within the sector.  For further information, including details of courses go to www.mandbf.org.uk/news/events/training/.

LOCAL EVENTS

New Councillors sought for May 5 Election 

District and Parish Council elections are scheduled for 5 May and local councils are keen to ensure that people are aware of this important election and that those interested in becoming councillors are informed about how to stand.  To raise awareness of the election, the referendum on the voting system and to encourage more people to stand, councils are organising the following events: 2 February - Council Chamber, Penns Place Petersfield 6.30 -8.30pm. An informal drop in, run by EHDC. This will include a short presentation as well as lots of opportunities to meet councillors and officers directly to learn about becoming a district councillor. The councils will be taking a trailer to local shopping centres to promote awareness of the election and to meet people where they shop. These will take place on:  11 February at Waterlooville shopping centre; 12 February Alton Market; 19 February Petersfield Market; 26 February  Forest Community Centre; 5 March  Morrisons Horndean all 10am - 1pm. Final drop in event 9 March Alton House Hotel 6.30 -8.30pm. Contact Steve Bradley- EHDC - 01730 234014 or Emily Collins HALC - 02380 263 438  www.hampshire-alc.gov.uk. 
Open GreenHouse 
Sunday 6 March 1.30-4.30. Drop-in to local homes. Come and see how homes in Alton & Holybourne save energy and money. Check out ways of cutting energy bills and staying warm. There are a wide variety of ideas; some cheap and easy, some more sophisticated. Examples of ideas on display include: Low energy lighting; Insulated walls, floors and lofts, Warmer Windows, Solar PV electricity, Solar hot water,          Woodburners and lots more. Visitors will be able to look closely at the installations at each address; discuss the practicalities of installing them and consider the benefits, especially reduced fuel bills and enhanced facilities. The list of the Open GreenHouses will be circulated nearer the time. Keep an eye out for future alerts or log your interest now to be sure of a personal email. RSVP to Chris Chappell. Greening.alton@hotmail.co.uk
LOCAL NEWS

Free Chairs
Horndean Parish Council has approx 45 plastic chairs that it needs to dispose of. They are old and a bit worn but may be of use to someone. If any community organisation or voluntary group would like them free of charge then they would need to be collected from Horndean by the end of January. Please contact Susanne Bleasdale at asst.clerk@horndeanpc-hants.gov.uk.

Free LaserJet Printer

Community First has a Canon LBP-1260 LaserJet Printer which is now surplus to requirements. It is available free to any local voluntary or community group, but must be collected. Contact Community First on 01730 710017 or email info@cfeh.org.uk.

Online petitions system gives communities a new voice 

The voices of East Hampshire residents will be heard loud and clear thanks to East Hampshire District Council's new E-Petitions website. EHDC welcomes petitions and recognises they are one way in which people can let them know their concerns. To find out more about making a petition go to www.easthants.gov.uk/home.nsf/AtoZListing/E-petitions?OpenDocument&name=E-petitions.

Changes to mobile library service 

Hampshire County Council has announced changes to the mobile library service. The new structure, which has  been devised through consultation with current users and district, town and parish councils, aims to reduce running costs, whilst at the same time ensuring an effective and sustainable service.  Full details of the proposals can be seen at www3.hants.gov.uk/library/library-about/mobile-libraries-review.htm?dm_i=EFR,CDVF,2LCSFE,Z4ON,1. If you would like to make any comments on the proposed new structure the deadline for responses is 14 February and you can use the on line form or email library.customercomments@hants.gov.uk.  

Job vacancies
Volunteer Vacancies - Hospice Services At Home
Hospice Services At Home are urgently seeking volunteer admin staff to assist their organisation based in Bordon. Hospice Services provide a range of services to adults with life limiting conditions, together with their families and carers, in their own homes and they currently have three part-time opportunities available for receptionist, admin assistant and typist/clerical assistant. All positions would suit volunteers who have a good rapport with people, have a professional/empathetic approach, with some office/admin experience. Contact Alan Randall-Coles at allan@palls.co.uk or Debra Covington-Hole at debra@palls.co.uk or telephone either on 01420 477231.
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Healthy Lives, Healthy People 
This consultation on the funding and commissioning routes for public health ends on 31 March.  For further information or to respond to the consultation which describes the kind of public health activity that it is proposed should be funded from the ring-fenced public health budget, and suggests who should be responsible for commissioning those activities go to  http://consultations.dh.gov.uk/healthy-people/funding-and-commissioning/consultation/intro/view.
Hampshire Local Involvement Network (LINk)

Hampshire Link is a group of local people and organisations with the abilty to influence the NHS and hold them to account. The LINk can help local people to be heard, get services to think about the things that really matter to you, help services to the give the standard of care needed by the community and make sure the community is getting value for money. To find out more got to http://www.hampshire-link.co.uk/. 

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation Grant for 2011

The Foundation, which helps local people, businesses and charitable trusts to invest in their local communities, has recently set up funds of nearly £4 million for the benefit of vulnerable and disadvantaged people in Hampshire and the IOW. In 2011 they hope to distribute more than £700,000 in small grants to support small voluntary and community groups helping the most vulnerable and disadvantaged people in our local communities. Groups only need to complete a short Expression of Interest form, telling about their project and its total cost - no other documents are required at this initial stage. Go to the Hampshire and IOW Community Foundation website to see if you might qualify for a small local grant - www.hantscf.org.uk or email HIWCF at info@hantscf.org.uk.

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS

Aid for the Aged in Distress

AFTAID aims to help older persons that are financially stretched beyond their means to the point of genuine distress. AFTAID can provide grants for many varied items such as: mobility scooters; walk-in showers; radiators; Cleaning; central heating boiler; Video intercom; 'blind' software for PC. Whilst they primarily take applications from individuals, referrals can also be accepted on behalf of members of the caring professions and voluntary organizations.  Applications can be made at any time. Go to www.aftaid.org.uk/grantapp.html.

Cash-4-Clubs

This scheme provides funding to grassroots sports clubs throughout the UK. Funding can be requested for anything that will add to the sustainability and effectiveness of the sports club. Community sports clubs based in the UK and registered with their sports’ National Governing Body or local authority can apply for grants between £250 and £1,000. Applications may be submitted at any time. 

http://cash-4-clubs.com/apply-for-a-grant.

Clore Duffield Foundation Main Grants Programme

The Foundation aims to support a range of activities in the cultural and health and social welfare sectors. The Foundation places a particular emphasis on supporting children, young people and the disadvantaged, and supports charities that work to educate, inspire and care for them. UK-registered charities working in the relevant fields of Education; the arts; Museums, galleries and heritage sites (particularly for

education spaces); Health, social welfare and disability; Jewish charities with interests in any of the above areas can apply for grants of £5,000 and above. Applications may be submitted at any time. 

www.cloreduffield.org.uk/page_sub.php?id=73&parent=35.

Community Sports Award

Barclays have launched a Community Sports Award which recognises the achievements of groups and individuals who have used sports to benefit their communities. One award of £1,000 will be made each month during the Barclays Premier League season (approximately August - May). At the end of the season the monthly winners will be entered into an end of season award with a chance to win a further £5,000. www.barclayscommunitysportsaward.com.

Healthy Heart Grants

Heart Research UK Healthy Heart Grants (£1,000 - £10,000) support innovative projects designed to promote heart health and to reduce the risks of heart disease in specific groups or communities. The charity has funded over £850,000 worth of projects around the UK all of which have a strong focus on promoting heart health. Further details about recent projects which have received grants can be seen on the web-site. Applications for the current round can be submitted during January and February 2011 and the closing date is Monday 28 February 2011. More details are available from the Lifestyle Team on 0113 2976206 or email lifestyle@heartresearch.org.uk or visit the website on www.heartresearch.org.uk.
New Look Foundation 

The New Look Foundation is open to applications from schools, community groups, and registered charities. The Foundation works with charities to make a difference in the following areas: Learning through access to education - whether formal education or vocational training, overcoming truancy, seeking an apprenticeship, or developing life skills; Learning through accessibility - helping to promote an inclusive approach to life, irrespective of physical or mental ability; Learning to deal with issues - helping people to help themselves and their friends by tackling anxieties linked to such issues as eating disorders, obesity, body image, bullying, alcohol or substance abuse, sexual health, domestic violence or gun and knife crime. Applications can be submitted at any time. For more information go to www.newlookgroup.com/newlook/en/sustainability/foundation.

Sportivate

A nationwide campaign that will provide opportunities for teenagers and young adults to receive six weeks of coaching in the sport of their choice and will guide them into regular participation within their community. Sportivate will launch in April 2011 with £32 million of National Lottery funding coming through Sport England. For more information go to www.sportengland.org.
Swimathon

The Foundation is offering grants of between £300 and £2,500 to swimming pools, community organisations and charities who can demonstrate how funding will allow them to help more people participate in and enjoy swimming and to make swimming more accessible. Whether you’re a scout leader that would like to take your troop for a day at an open air pool, a healthy living group wanting to try our Aquaerobics for the first time or a scuba diving club desperate for new equipment, a grant could be the helping hand you need! 

For more information and to apply online please visit the website: www.swimathon.org/foundation. The first round of applications closes on 21 March 2011 so make sure you pass on the word to anyone who may be interested. If you have any questions about the grants programme or the Swimathon Foundation contact them on info@swimathonfoundation.org or 0845 459 9016. 

OTHER FUNDING NEWS

New iPhone apps

The Institue of Fundraising has launched a free iPhone app designed to help people give in a more tax-effective way. The new app combines four ‘virtual calculators’ that are available on the IoF’s tax effective giving website.  For further information go to www.institute-of-fundraising.org.uk/pressnews/topstories/iphoneapptohelpmorepenniestodrop.  A new online shopping app that enables people to donate a percentage of the price of their online purchases to specific charities has been launched. Consumers can download Give as you Live, which is powered by www.everyclick.com, to their computers for free. They then choose which charity a percentage of the purchase price will go to. The amount donated varies between retailers but is typically about 2.5 per cent.  

Not found the funding you need here? Contact Janet Easton janet.easton@cfeh.org.uk to arrange a FunderFinder session or to subscribe to the Fit4Funding enewsletter.

OTHER NEWS

New Issue of The Compact

The Coalition Government and civil society organisations working effectively in partnership for the benefit of communities and citizens in England.

Statement of Support for the Renewed Compact - December 2010

‘We welcome this renewed Compact, and the new accountability measures announced alongside,

as a significant step forward in the sector’s relationship with Government. The current economic

difficulties, and pace of reform, have put heavy pressures on our sector. We look forward to the

Government fully implementing this renewed Compact immediately to ensure changes are

undertaken in a Compact compliant way, which will minimise disruption while ensuring the best

outcomes for citizens and communities are achieved.’ Find out more visit www.compactvoice.org.uk,  
signup at compact@compactvoice.org.uk or call 0207 520 2451. Join the Compact Voice Network at http://lcvforum.ning.com.
Reform of Legal Aid in England and Wales

This consultation which ends on 14 February seeks views on proposals for reform of legal aid in England and Wales. The proposals represent a radical, wide-ranging and ambitious programme of reform which aims to ensure that legal aid is targeted to those who need it most, for those cases in which legal advice or representation is justified.  For further information and to download the consultation paper go to www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/legal-aid-reform-151110.htm.

Giving Green Paper 
This consultation which ends on 9 March seeks views on the government's initial ideas for building a stronger culture of giving time and money and aims to start a national debate on attitudes towards giving.  To download the paper and its accompanying series of essays, considering 'giving' from various perspectives go to www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/giving-green-paper. 

Barrier Busting - New Website to help fight red tape

Many people have great ideas about how they could make their neighbourhood a better place to live.

Some local authorities want to deliver public services in new ways. Others are keen to do new things, such as invest in small-scale green energy. And volunteers, community groups and social enterprises of many kinds would like to play a bigger role in local life. But sometimes barriers get in the way. Red tape, rules and regulations stop people putting good ideas into action. Not only is this frustrating – it means that local people miss out. Visit http://barrierbusting.communities.gov.uk/ to get involved or to track the progress of barriers that have been submitted and accepted by using the barrier tracker.

Health & Safety Policy

Did you know that it is a legal requirement to have and operate a health and safety policy if you employ more than five people. Ladder4learning have prepared a briefing sheet which can be found at http://tinyurl.com/4gezpxj. The February edition of the Learning Curve newsletter, packed full of useful information and resources, can be downloaded at www.learningcurve.org.uk/newsletter.
 
Thank you for reading And it's goodbye from me … (Sue Hartwell)

I'm leaving Community First at the end of the week, any queries about the newsletter should be sent to info@cfeh.org.uk.

If you have found this e-News useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this e-News directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to info@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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