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WELCOME to Community First’s e-News – Issue No. 90 February 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

Bordon Community Transport Scheme Under New Management

We are delighted to announce that our new partnership with Winchester Area Community Action and Havant Council for Community Service has been awarded a contract by Hampshire County Council to take over the management of the Bordon Community Transport Scheme with effect from 1 January. For further information go to  http://www.easthampshire.org/2010/news/new-partnership-takes-the-wheel-bordon-community-transport-scheme./  or see the timetable in the Local News section below.

Big Weed Coming Soon

On 12 March we are hosting another Big Weed in Petersfield and Liss. The event is to raise awareness of the challenges many older people face in managing their gardens.  The day will feature teams of volunteers working with older people to get their gardens ready for Spring.  If you would like to volunteer on the day or can help in some other way we’d be delighted to hear from you. Visit our website www.cfeh.org.uk or email wendy.shone@cfeh.org.uk. 

Big Society Network Event

Most of us know that the Big Society aims to take away the power from politicians and give it to the people. This is a powerful ‘bottom-up’ vision but how it is going to work?  Community First is inviting representatives of community groups and individuals to become part of a Local Focus Group bringing key people together to discuss how to influence the Big Society agenda?  Find out more at our 'Big Society Event' on 31 March at Mill Chase Community Technology College, Bordon: 18:30—20:30 with light refreshments available from 18.00. The cost is £15 with bursaries available for individual members of the public. Booking is essential to secure a place and, if you would like to attend, please contact us by emailing  bookings@cfeh.org.uk or by booking online at http://www.cfeh.org.uk/training/training-booking-form.  For further information, or if you would like to discuss before you book, please email Liz Moore on liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk.  

VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS

Student Volunteering Initiative

The Volunteer Centre is now working with Alton College every Tuesday during term time to help the students find volunteering opportunities within East Hampshire. We have some great students who are very enthusiastic and we are looking to create lot of new opportunities to inspire them. Please contact me if you think a young person could help your organisation.

Helen Freeston, 01730 710017 or Helen.freeston@cfeh.org.uk

Drop-In Sessions Now Available

DROP-IN sessions are now available by appointment at the JobCentre Plus in Bordon on the 15, 29 March & 5, 19 April 2011. Please call us if you would like to advertise your volunteering opportunities in the Whitehill and Bordon area, alternatively let us have some of your leaflets so that we can promote your organisation.

European Year of Volunteering 2011

The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union have officially announced that 2011 will be the European Year of Volunteering (EYV 2011). This is an exciting opportunity for voluntary organisations across the EU to join together in a celebration of volunteering and a discussion on the importance of volunteering on a local, national and international level. We are working closely with other volunteering organisations and the Office for Civil Society (the UK’s National Coordinating Body for the Year) to make sure that the Year represents a real opportunity to promote volunteering. Would you like to know more or join us at an event locally to raise the awareness of ‘YOUR VOLUNTEERING NEEDS?’ Contact us on 01730 710017 or email volunteer@cfeh.org.uk.

Student Volunteering Week (21-27 February 2011)

As this event is celebrated please take a look at the opportunities/role descriptions you currently have registered with us at the Volunteer Centre – asking yourselves can I increase our better use young people within our organisation? Call us for further information or assistance.

COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS

On-line Booking Service Launched 

Since the beginning of January 2011, more than 100 people have booked onto training locally through Community First East Hampshire’s training programme.  Our new online booking form provides a fast, secure and hassle free way to book on training courses and other events.  Simply go on the website www.cfeh.org.uk, click the Training tab on the left hand side and follow the drop down link to Training Booking Form and away you go!

Courses we are running in March

Gypsy & Traveller Cultural Awareness. Increase your knowledge and understanding

of gypsy and traveller culture. VENUE: Liphook Millennium Centre, 3 March 10.00-13.00. 

FREE Basic Committee Skills. This session will cover the functions of a management committee;

roles and responsibilities of chair, secretary and treasurer. VENUE: RKdia, Horndean, 3 March 09.30-12.30. 

NEW Learn How to Touch Type. Achieve a basic typing speed of 30-40 wpm within a

month. A three part course with practise in between lessons essential. VENUE: Petersfield Library, 7, 14 & 25 March 14.00-16.00. 

NEW Enjoy Powerpoint. Learn how to create presentations with impact and style and

make them memorable. Note: this is not a session on how to use PowerPoint. VENUE: Alton

College, 7 March 09.30-17.00. 

NEW Skilling up your staff. Aimed at voluntary and community sector leaders and managers, this session will demonstrate various training needs assessment tools and look at practical ways of meeting training and development needs.  VENUE: RKdia, Horndean – 8 March 10.30 – 12.30.

Food Hygiene (Chartered Institute of Environmental Health) Level 2 – Aimed at anyone working in a catering setting where food is prepared, cooked and handled.VENUE: Forest Community Centre, Nr Bordon,10 March 09.30-16.30.

How to Write Case Studies. Illustrate your press releases with good case study

examples. VENUE: To be advised,14 March 09.30-14.30. 

FREE Gift Aid – How Can My Organisation Benefit? Learn how Gift Aid can boost your

charity’s income. VENUE: Antrobus House, College Street, Petersfield,15 March 19.00-20.00. 

FREE The Essential Trustee – Roles and Responsibilities – Aimed at new and existing

trustees, identify and discuss the roles and responsibilities of trustees and management

committees. VENUE: Alton Maltings Centre,17 March 10.00-12.30. 

NEW Managing Your Workload Efficiently. More to do, less time to do it and with

more pressure – learn how to prioritise. VENUE: Church on the Green, Rowlands Castle, 21 March 10.00-13.00. 

IT-An Introduction to Microsoft Publisher. Get your flyers noticed by using

Microsoft Publisher! VENUE: RKdia, Horndean, 28 March 09.30-15.30. 

Healthier Food and Special Diets (Chartered Institute of Environmental

Health) Level 2 – this session provides a good, basic understanding of nutrition that will enable

you to plan well-balanced meals. VENUE: Forest Community Centre, Nr. Bordon, 29 March 09.30-16.30.  

NEW Organising a Community Event - a step by step guide to  the issues involved in organising an Event for example, to celebrate a royal wedding, to raise money for your child’s school, or for business networking. VENUE: St. John's Church Hall, Rowlands Castle, 30 March 09.30-12.30

NEW Managing Voluntary and Community Organisations. Find out the 5 most

important points on managing voluntary and community organisations. VENUE: Horndean

Technology College, 31 March 10.00-15.00. 

Places for all courses need to be booked in advance, contact bookings@cfeh.org.uk  to book your place. For more information contact Liz Moore at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or  Chris Turner at chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk. The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning  see http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.htm. 

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED

Our full Spring 2011 Training Programme can be viewed and downloaded at http://www.cfeh.org.uk/information/training.  Community First can also offer bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training tailored to your organisation's needs, and training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects.  Contact Liz Moore or Chris Turner at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk to discuss your requirements. 

LOCAL EVENTS

All About Osteoporosis

All About Osteoporosis, at Alton Community Centre on 24 March 14.00 – 16.30, is a public event for anyone who would like to know more about the condition and the work of the National Osteoporosis Society.  There is no need to book but, if you would like further information, please contact Fiona Rochford, Support Officer – NOS South West and Thames Valley on F.Rochford@nos.org.uk.

Celebrating the South Downs National Park

Petersfield Tomorrow and partners are organising an event to take place in Petersfield Square to mark the official launch of the South Downs National Park on 1 April. Plans for the event are still shaping up and the organisers are looking for organisations/groups that may like to have an exhibit in the Square promoting park life and activities in the South Downs. If you think you would be able to contribute or would like further information, please contact Lucy Soal on lucy.soal@easthants.gov.uk as soon as possible.

LOCAL NEWS

Need Transport? Use Call &Go!

The new Community Transport East Hampshire timetable for local pickups starting in Bordon is set out below. Please note that this is NOT a scheduled service. Pick-up times may vary dependent on numbers and locations of passengers booked and collection times will be advised at the time of booking which should be no more than 7 days before you wish to travel. To book your seat or for further information call: 01420 475759, 9.00 - 16.30 Monday-Friday. 

·  To Alton and Bordon: Every Tuesday

·  To Petersfield: Every Wednesday and on the 1st and 3rd Saturday every month

·  To Fareham: The 2nd and 4th Monday of every month

·  To Waterlooville (ASDA): The 1st and 3rd Friday of every month.

Hampshire Credit Union Coming to Alton

United Savings & Loans (Hampshire Credit Union) is a not for profit organisation which provides a range of banking services for members who live or work in Hampshire. A wide range of products is offered including current accounts, savings accounts and loans. A satellite service will be coming to the Alton Information Centre in April. Anyone wishing to open an account in the meantime can do so by contacting the Bordon office by telephone: 01420 488977 or by going to www.usal.org.uk.

Policybite

Policybite is a fortnightly, e-mailed, bitesize update on policy aimed at members of Community Action Hampshire who want a flavour of the policy developments affecting their working environment. To subscribe or for further information contact Peter Thompson at 
peter.thompson@action.hants.org.uk
JOB VACANCIES

Office and Finance Manager

Community First East Hampshire is seeking someone with Accountancy or strong financial qualifications, experience of QuickBooks packages and contract management. If you would like to join a progressive organisation and can work with a wide range of people, understand complex projects and have an understanding of the voluntary sector, we want to hear from you!

The closing date for applications is 3 March.  For more information and an application pack please phone 01730 710017, email admin@cfeh.org.uk  or download information from www.cfeh.org.uk.
Thorne Project Youth Worker

We are seeking someone with a minimum of three years experience of working with young people with an ability to work toward delivery of NVQ/VRQ; Level 3 standard; A knowledge of or interest in ecological issues; Experience of accessing funding streams. If you are energetic and self motivated and would like to be part of this new and exciting project, we want to hear from you! 

The closing date for applications is 8 March. For more information and an application pack, please phone 01730 710017, email admin@cfeh.org.uk.
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Hampshire LINk 

Do you have questions about local Health & Social Care Services? The Hampshire LINk AGM on 1 March at the Wessex Conference Centre, Sparsholt College will include an opportunity to put them to a panel from NHS Hampshire, the Hampshire Partnership Foundation Trust, Hampshire County Council – Adult Services, Hampshire South Central Ambulance Services and Hampshire Community Health Care. For further information or to book a place, go to http://www.hampshire-link.co.uk/content/view/4/5/.  

Shaping Children's Centres in Hampshire

Families of every child under five in the county deserve to have access to the most efficient and effective services to support them in giving their children the best possible start in life. Hampshire County Council is currently consulting the public on the way forward for children's centre services in Hampshire. The deadline for responses is 14 March. To view the consultation and for further information on how to respond go to  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/2011-consultation.  

Hampshire Adult Services Information & Advice Workstream
Hampshire County Council, Adult Services are looking for representatives from the voluntary sector to work with them on developing the information and advice offer with external (to HCC) partners. They are specifically looking at two areas: firstly to consider what criteria should be adopted in assessing the usefulness and validity of external databases; and secondly to help champion the advice network and partnership approach to information and advice provision. If you would like to be involved or for further information, please contact Mark Allan on mark.allan@hants.gov.uk.

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS

Grassroots Hampshire

Funding from £250 to £5,000 is available to community groups and charities benefiting people living in Hampshire, including Portsmouth and Southampton from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation. There are three streams: supporting young people, children and families; older people and disability groups; supporting deprivation and isolation. There are no application deadlines. For more information go to www.hantscf.org.uk. 

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS

Cancer Self Help Groups (UK)

Through the Helping You Help Others programme, Macmillan, the national charity supporting people living with cancer, is inviting new cancer self help and support groups across the UK to apply for start-up grants of up to £500 to help with their initial development and promotion of service such as: Promotional costs; Printing (leaflets, stationery, newsletters etc.); Postage; Venue hire; Refreshments cost; Speaker fees, etc. Applications for start-up grants are accessed on a monthly basis. Macmillan are also inviting existing groups to apply for grants of up to £3,000 for their continuing development, for activities such as; away days; speaker's fees and associated costs such as travel; and the purchase of group resources such as computers, laptops and display materials for use at information days. The next deadline for applications for developing grants is 11 March. http://www.macmillan.org.uk/HowWeCanHelp/CancerSupportGroups/HowWeSupportYourGroup.aspx. 

Freemasons' Grand Charity

The charities and projects supported by the Freemasons' Grand Charity are chosen because they deliver important services, complement the work of other charities or tackle issues that are less popular with other funders. The Charity supports people in need and funds the work of charities helping the wider community. Deadline is 25 February. http://www.grandcharity.org/.  

Grants for Projects Supporting Vulnerable Women

The Society for the Assistance of Ladies in Reduced Circumstances has funding available to support the work of other organisations that meet the objectives of the Society. Priority will be given to smaller projects where it can be demonstrated that the Society’s grant will make a real difference. The Society provides support to women resident in the UK who are living alone in their own home (either owned or rented) and in genuine need, irrespective of age or social status. The Society cannot consider projects which also benefit men, children and women who are not in financial need. The closing date for online applications is 25 March. www.salrc.org/guide_to_grants_for_orgs.htm.  

Hedley Foundation

This is a charitable foundation which supports young people, disabled people and the terminally ill. Currently about 70% of their budget goes to young people. Few grants exceed £5,000 and most go to charities where they can make an impact. They do not support large or national appeals. Applications should be made on the application form available on their website at http://www.hedleyfoundation.org.uk/. The Trustees meet six times a year and the closing date for applications to be considered is three weeks before a meeting. The next meeting dates when applications will be considered are: 16 March, 18 May, 20 July, 28 September, 23 November.

The Andy Fanshawe Memorial Trust (UK)

AFMT supports projects that allow disadvantaged young people the chance to develop an existing interest in the great outdoors. The Trust usually supports programmes that are run by schools or youth groups, but welcomes applications from individuals, but these must have a referee. Applications can be made at any time. http://www.andyfanshawe.org/index.php. 

WG Edwards Charitable Foundation Grants

The Foundation supports the provision of care for older people, principally with capital projects but also innovative schemes for ongoing care. Registered charities can apply to the Foundation which has approximately £120,000 per annum available for donation. The average grant size is up to £5,000. http://www.wgedwardscharitablefoundation.org.uk/.  

NOT FOUND THE FUNDING YOU NEED HERE? 

Contact Janet Easton janet.easton@cfeh.org.uk to arrange a FunderFinder session or to subscribe to the Fit4Funding enewsletter.

If you have found this e-News useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this e-News directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to info@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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