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WELCOME to Community First’s e-News – Issue No. 92 April 2011
Information and news for groups involved in the local community in East Hampshire.

Community First East Hampshire exists to strengthen the voluntary sector in the district – offering training, general organisational support and help with volunteer recruitment & management.
www.cfeh.org.uk 
COMMUNITY FIRST EAST HAMPSHIRE NEWS & EVENTS

11 May Interagency and Volunteer Managers Forum

Please join us on 11 May 2011 from 10am-12noon at the Petersfield Community Centre for our next Interagency and Volunteer Managers Forum. This date has been changed from 27 April because of the Royal Wedding bank holiday. The topic will be Setting Up an Organisation and Recruiting Volunteers. Anna Lubelska, Director of Spiritual England, will speak on how her organisation was set up. Trina Finney, Head of Volunteers at Over the Wall, will discuss how she recruits and retains her volunteers. For more information, please contact Carolyn Warne (carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk).

CRB Update 

We can do this for your volunteers and/or paid staff.  The cost for checking paid staff, however, has increased to £64 from 6 April due to increases imposed by the checking authority. The good news is that the cost for volunteers has been lowered to £15.   Please contact Anstey Brierley (anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk), Wendy Shone (wendy.shone@cfeh.org.uk) or Carolyn Warne (carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk) if you wish more information or need a CRB check done.
Research report based on lesbian, gay and bisexual community goes online 

The findings of the OUT & About survey have been analysed and the report is now on our website. If there are any questions or comments, please contact Mark Harold on mark.harold@cfeh.org.uk or telephone 01730 710017. The link for the report is at http://www.cfeh.org.uk/news/cfeh-news.
Equality and Diversity Audit

The Charity Commission takes the view that, following the Equality Act 2010, trustees of charities should review the objects clause in their governing document to see if, as many do, they limit benefits to people with a protected characteristic: age, disability, gender, race, religion and belief, pregnancy and maternity, marriage and civil partnership, sexual orientation and gender reassignment. Also, when applying for funding you will need to demonstrate how your organisation is all inclusive around the new nine equality characteristics of the Equality Act 2010. New duties and responsibilities have been created which mean all organisations that work in or with the public sector or receive government funding will have to consider very carefully and review of all their existing policies, procedures and processes and all new policies and procedures. An Equality and Diversity Audit is a good practice resource that will help voluntary and community organisations to improve the way you promote equality and diversity, reach out and engage with people and groups from all communities and it will provide an accurate ‘health check’ for your organisations culture. If you would like an audit done, please contact Mark Harold (mark.harold@cfeh.org.uk).
Goal Setting for Business Workshop

Business First Enterprises is a NEW business venture for Community First and we are starting off with a Goal Setting for Business Workshop being held on 10 June 14.00 to 17.00 at the Langrish House Hotel, Petersfield GU32 1RN. Cost: £40. Guy Millar, Founder of Millar Method will be delivering this session.  For further information or to book email bookings@cfeh.org.uk or telephone 01730 710017.

VOLUNTEER CENTRE NEWS

East Hamsphire Community Volunteer Awards 2011

The awards ceremony, which was held on Friday 8th April at the Council Chambers at Penns Place in Petersfield, was a huge success. Many organisations and volunteers enjoyed the evening, with music from the Alton College Quintet and the receiving of certificates. For more information about the event, go to http://www.cfeh.org.uk/news/cfeh-news.
New Volunteers

We have noticed an increase in people who are looking for work wanting to do volunteering and are working closely with the Job Centres in East Hampshire. Many are looking for opportunities to develop new skills and gain experience whilst looking for paid employment. If you have any volunteering opportunities please contact the Volunteer Centre (volunteer.centre@cfeh.org.uk).

Volunteer Week

Volunteer Week is from the 1st – 7th June and we are going to be in various locations in East Hampshire promoting volunteering. We are putting together a display for these events and would like to get some new photos and leaflets to help promote organisations, particularly those looking for volunteers. Please contact Helen Freeston (helen.freeston@cfeh.org.uk) or phone 01730 710017.
COMMUNITY FIRST TRAINING NEWS

Silver Surfer Events in May

It is Adult Learners Week in May and all that week will see the annual Silver Surfers events taking place nationwide. The aim of Silver Surfers is to get people aged 50 and over using computers, the internet and other technology including games consoles and digital cameras. Detailed below are the two events we’ve organised: 

· 19 May sees our FREE event in Selborne Village Hall. Starting at 10.00 with an Introduction to Surfing, this is followed by an Introduction to Word at 11.00. To attend either of these two events you will need to book a place through Mark Harold on mark.harold@cfeh.org.uk . From 13.00 – 16.00 will be the computer taster drop in for people aged 50 and over. Booking is not necessary to attend this event.

· On 20 May we will be running a drop in event in the King’s Arms, Courtyard Buildings, in Petersfield with five FREE hour-long taster sessions running in partnership with Highbury College:10.00 – Understanding your digital camera; 11.00 – Computing for absolute beginners; 12.00 – How to set up and use an email account; 13.30 – Create handmade beads; 14.30– Healthy Lifestyles. There is no need to book a place any of these sessions.

New Programme

We are putting the final touches to our main summer programme and will be emailing it to all our contacts and putting it on the Community First website this week. To be added to our contacts list, please email Chris Turner (chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk) or Liz Moore (liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk).
As a Taster ..

Here are some of the courses we are planning for June:

· The Essential Trustee – Roles and Responsibilities 7 June
18.00 – 20.30, Alton

· Learn How to Touch Type - a 4 part course 10, 17, 24  June and 1 July 14.00 – 15.30, Petersfield

· Basic Food Hygiene - a short workshop to promote effective food hygiene practices 13 June 09.30 – 12.30, Petersfield  

· NEW Introduction to Speed Reading – covering techniques that will enable you to easily double your reading speed without any reduction ofcomprehension 16 June 09.30 – 12.30, Rowlands Castle 

· Make Minute Taking a Breeze - develop your knowledge and understanding of what is involved in Minute Taking and improve your skills as a Minute Taker 24 June 09.30 – 12.30, Kingsley 

· Introduction to Microsoft Excel 27 June 09.30 – 15.30, Horndean

· FREE Gift Aid – How Can my Organisation Benefit? 28 June 18.45 for 19.00 – 20.00, Petersfield

Bookings and Further Information

The Learning Highways Programme is funded by Hampshire Learning see  http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-learning.htm . Places for all courses need to be booked in advance. You can contact bookings@cfeh.org.uk to book your place or use our new online booking form. Simply go on the website www.cfeh.org.uk , click the Training tab on the left hand side and follow the drop down link to Training Booking Form and away you go! 

NOT FOUND THE TRAINING YOU NEED

Community First can also offer bespoke IT or Personal Safety & Lone Working training tailored to your organisation's needs, and training information and advice on a range of voluntary and community based subjects.  Contact Liz Moore or Chris Turner at liz.moore@cfeh.org.uk  or chris.turner@cfeh.org.u

 HYPERLINK "mailto:chris.turner@cfeh.org.uk"
k to discuss your requirements. 

OTHER TRAINING NEWS

Internal Verifier Training

Hampshire Learning's Internal Verifier Training supports the quality Hampshire Learning's assurance accredited programmes, and focuses on internal verification of portfolio-based accreditation. To find out more about their course for staff involved in assessment and/or verifying assessment decisions relating to portfolio-based accreditation on 8 June in Winchester 10.00 -12.00 go to http://cas.hants.gov.uk/courses/coursedetail.aspCOURSE_ID=37707&seccode=LETCAC or contact Bryony Hattion at bryony.hatton@hants.gov.uk.

Are You Commission Ready? 

This practical course, offered by the Hampshire Alliance on 14 and 15 June in Winchester, is ideal for anyone who is new to contracting and tendering or those who are looking to refresh their knowledge and skills. It will help you understand the processes and procedures of contracting and tendering and enable you to identify what needs to be improved to give your organisation the best chance of success and draw up an action plan. For more information or to book your place on this course go to http://www.action.hants.org.uk/index.php?id=264 . 


LOCAL EVENTS

Rural Policing Event

Find out how you can influence the future of rural policing in Hampshire.  Representatives from the Hampshire Constabulary Country Watch teams, and local and national rural organisations and businesses, will be available to provide information and advice relating to rural policing and crime prevention on 6 May at Sparsholt College, Winchester. For more details and an up to date list of exhibitors and presentations visit  http://www.hampshire.police.uk/Internet/rural/Rural+Policing+Event.htm . 

Walk4Dreams

Walk4Dreams is a 24 hour charity walk on 7–8 May at Petersfield Rugby Club, Penns Place, Petersfield. To find out more about how you can join in and raise money for your chosen charity go to www.walk4dreams.com .

Celebrating Hampshire Diversity

Find out how the NHS is working to improve its performance in terms of long-standing difficulties for equalities groups, staff, patients and communities at the Hampshire Independent Equality Forum's (HIEF) ‘Celebrating Hampshire Diversity’ event on 10 May at the Alton Maltings Centre. For further information or to book your place go to  http://www.action.hants.org.uk/index.php?id=186&tx_seminars_pi1[showUid]=130. 

Voluntary Sector Information Event

The Hampshire Alliance is organising an event, at The Hub in Eastleigh on 16 May, to provide the latest information about the future of Integrated Youth Support Services in Hampshire and to look at service delivery opportunities for the local voluntary and community sector. The event will also provide an opportunity to hear about Social Impact Bonds within a broader context of alternative sources of finance for Hampshire's not-for-profit sector. To book your place or for further information on the event go to http://www.hants-alliance.org.uk/?q=events/257 .

LOCAL NEWS

Sing for Your Life

Silver Song Clubs are social singing sessions for all older people and carers. For more information on the Liss Club, which meets at the Liss Triangle Centre on the first Friday of the month at 14.00, tel 01303 298549.

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/adult-services/bettertime/cx-bettertime-keepingactive/singforlife.htm.
Prince's Trust 

Prince's Trust Team programme is recruiting in Hampshire starting on 9 May. To find out more about the Trust's 12 week Team programmes that aim to give self-belief, skills, qualifications and more help young people (age 16-19) who are working less than 16 hours a week and who want to get their lives working, go to

http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/need_help/in_your_region/london__south_east.aspx .  

Youth Services Consultation

Hampshire County Council has begun a public consultation on proposed changes to youth support services in Hampshire. The dedicated consultation website where you will find information about the proposals and how to respond to them is at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/yss-consultation-201

 HYPERLINK "http://www3.hants.gov.uk/yss-consultation-2011"
1.  The website also contains information targeted at young people. If you are working with young people please can you publicise this information to them and encourage them to respond. The closing date for comments is 6 July.
Storage Space Available

David Graver Building Services has approx 3000sq ft of secure, warehouse style storage in Petersfield with good vehicle access, available free of charge to any charities/volunteer organisations in the local area.  It is available for 1 year possibly extending to 2 years or more. The charity would need to apply to EHDC for business rates exemption. For further information please contact Debbie Saines at enquiries@davidgraverconstruction.co.uk.
JOB VACANCIES

Organiser - Home-Start Butser
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The Trustees of Home Start Butser are looking for a highly motivated and well organised person to support families with children under 5.  Initially this is a 6 month contract with possibility of extending to a permanent contract depending of funding. The post, based in Petersfield and the surrounding areas, is for 20 hours per week. For further details or an application pack, please contact Home-Start Butser tel 01730 233777 or email office@homestart-butser.org.uk . The deadline for applications is 18 May. 

Surveyors – DisabledGo

Are you a local disabled resident or carer in Hampshire looking for an interesting temporary role, or are you keen to get some work experience? DisabledGo www.disabledgo.com are recruiting local surveyors who will receive training and temporary employment as part of a project that will produce a 1000 venue access guide to the County. The surveying project will last approximately 4 weeks. For further information please contact Rachel Felton on rachel.felton@disabledgo.com. The closing date for applications is 10 June.
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Health and Social Care Bill

The Health and Social Care Bill has now completed its committee stage. However, as most will have already heard, before the Bill proceeds any further the Government will be undertaking a ‘listening exercise’ on NHS modernisation, focussing on issues such as competition and patient accountability. The committee stage report can be found at http://www.parliament.uk/briefingpapers/commons/lib/research/rp2011/RP11-031.pdf  and information on the listening exercise at http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/nhs-engagement-exercise/.

Buddy Time Offer 

Parent Voice  http://www.parentvoice.info/en/Home_Page would like any eligible parents to know about the Parent Voice Buddy Time offer. The offer provides eligible parents with 10 hours of Buddy Time and up to 100 miles of travel to be used by their child/young person  before the end of May. To be eligible a Parent must be a member of  Parent Voice, have a young person aged 7+ and must live within Hampshire. Application forms are available from Cheryl.broughton@barnardos.org.uk .
 

Resources

The Friendly Resource Company is a Social Firm run by and for people with learning disabilities. People working at the Friendly Resource Company have been making accessible information for 17 years and have a large catalogue of DVDs and other accessible resources available to buy. To find out more about what the Company has to offer and to see their latest newsletter go to  www.friendlyresources.org.uk.
Shared Lives Scheme

The Shared Lives scheme is a service provided by carers (individuals and families) across Hampshire who want to offer a vulnerable person a short break, day care or long term care, in the carer’s own home. The Shared Lives scheme helps people who either have a learning disability, a physical disability, a mental health issue, or a person with other health or sensory difficulties or is unable to live alone because of their age. For more information go to http://www3.hants.gov.uk/adult-services/health-wellbeing/wellbeing-partnerships/adult-placement.htm. 

LOCAL FUNDING NEWS

Hampshire County Council External Funding Service

HCC puts together a list of new funds and funding updates which is published on their website at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/externalfunding .  They also have advice on writing your funding application.

Children's Services

Hampshire County Council Children's Services has announced a second round of Children's Services Integrated Grant (CSIG) funding for 2011-12.  The closing date for applications is 12 noon on 15 June 2011. For further information go to http://www3.hants.gov.uk/grants/csgrants/csintegratedgrant.htm . 

Grassroots Hampshire

Funding from £250 to £5,000 is available to community groups and charities benefiting people living in Hampshire, including Portsmouth and Southampton from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community Foundation. There are three streams: supporting young people, children and families; older people and disability groups; supporting deprivation and isolation. There are no application deadlines. If you are looking for funding, go to www.hantscf.org.uk  and click on the 'Apply for a Grant' button to see the grants available. For more information telephone 01256 776101 or email info@hantscf.org.uk . 

NATIONAL FUNDING NEWS

AFTAID Older Person Funding

AFTAID provides a grant for nearly anything which is required to take away hardship from the day to day life of an older person. The basis of every application is that the beneficiary is of UK pension age (currently 60 years old for women and 65 for men); income must be minimal and savings meagre. They do not offer grant aid for on-going or retrospective payments nor debt repayment. Another safeguard they use is to settle the grant direct with the supplier of the goods or service it is made for.  Telephone: 0870 803 1950 Email: info@aftaid.org.uk or go to http://www.aftaid.org.uk/.  

BIG Lottery Improving Futures

The Big Lottery Fund has launched a £20m fund for vulnerable children which will require charities to work together to develop multi-issue support for their families. Picking up on the fact that multiple factors impact on children’s well-being and life chances, the ‘Improving Futures’ programme will focus funding individual support to families which have complex and multiple problems. While only groups that work with families with eldest children aged between the ages of five and ten will be eligible for funding via the programme, BIG is requiring that a variety of charities work together in partnership to address the issues faced by the families, from employment to housing and health. Improving Futures will distribute grants of up to £900,000 to around 20 partnerships. Please see http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_improving_futures.htm for more information.
Birkdale Trust for the Hearing Impaired Ltd

The object of the Trust is to advance the education of children and young people with particular focus on those with a hearing impairment and it meets its objectives by awarding grants to young people in the United Kingdom and organisations that have links with deaf charities. The Trustees meet quarterly and application forms are available to download from www.grantsforthedeaf.co.uk.
Downlands Educational Trust Limited

The object of the Trust is to support the education of children and young people with special needs (such as dyslexia) who require special education or treatment. Grants are awarded by the Trust to schools and other registered charities that specialise in supporting those with special needs in the South East with an emphasis on Hampshire, Sussex and Surrey. They are usually made for certain items of equipment such as books, musical instruments and outdoor play equipment as well as towards the funding of specific projects such as training courses. Applicants must fill out an application form available through the Trust’s website at http://www.downlandsedtrust.org/ and submit the completed form in hard copy format only. Application deadlines are 15th June or 15 September.

Odin Charitable Trust

The objects of the trust are to provide funds for such charitable purposes or institutions as the Trustees determine. As well as supporting a wide range of charitable organisations, the Trustees have chosen to give preference to charities operating within the following areas: the arts; the provision of care for people who are disabled or disadvantaged; Hospices; the homeless; Prisoners’ families; Refugees; Gypsies and “tribal groups”; Research into false memories and Dyslexia. The Trust does not make grants to individuals. Applications should be made by letter and must contain the following information: The aims and objects of the charity; The nature of the appeal; The total target if for a specific project; Details of all other contributions received against the target; The registered charity number; Any other relevant factors. Applications should include a copy of the charity’s latest annual report and full accounts and once completed, should be sent to Mrs. S. G. A. P. Scotford at P.O. Box 1898, Bradford on Avon, Wiltshire BA15 1YS. Grants awarded in the past were between £500 and £132,000.
The Wellness Fund Foundation

This new Trust has been created to raise funds for charities that promote health and wellbeing. It aims to tackle self-harm among young people. The Foundation will donate half of the funds it raises to charities which help those who self-harm and will use the other half to set up The Smart Love Co, an independent charity delivering e-learning courses on the topic in schools. Go to http://www.thewellnessfund.eu/#/26 .  

NOT FOUND THE FUNDING YOU NEED HERE? 

Contact Anstey Brierley (anstey.brierley@cfeh.org.uk) or Carolyn Warne (carolyn.warne@cfeh.org.uk) for funding advice and guidance. 

OTHER FUNDING NEWS

CSIG Information Request

The Hampshire Alliance would be interested in hearing of your organisation's experience, positive or negative, of round 1 of the CSIG. Please send any information to Ian Milsom ian.milsom@action.hants.org.uk. Ian is also seeking a copy of the grant agreement issued to organisations who received a grant following the recent round of CSI. If you are able to help, your co-operation will be greatly appreciated. 

Big Lottery Refund Campaign

The Directory of Social Change has developed a website to support its Big Lottery Refund campaign, which includes a clock that will tick down to the Olympics closing ceremony.  The site will help gather supporters and information together to raise the issue up the agenda in the run up to the Games next summer.  For further information on the campaign go to www.biglotteryrefund.org.uk. 

OTHER NEWS

HCC Broadband Campaign

Many parts of rural Hampshire have very poor internet access. Hampshire County Council, together with its public sector partners, is running a campaign to secure Government funding to help bring faster broadband to these areas which will otherwise be missed out. They also need to prove that families, businesses and communities in rural areas want faster broadband and are willing to pay a one-off connection charge and the monthly charge. You can help by registering your interest with HCC at www.hants.gov.uk/broadband or telephone 01962 846381. By signing up to this campaign, you will help their efforts to ensure that rural communities can access a similar level of broadband service that most people in towns and cities already enjoy.

Rural Services Network

The Rural Services Network is a membership organisation for service providers and local authorities working to safeguard and improve services in rural communities across England. To find out more and see the latest news on line go to http://www.rsnonline.org.uk

 HYPERLINK "http://www.rsnonline.org.uk/"
/. 

Support for Sports Volunteers

The life of a sports volunteer is far from easy. Created and funded by Sport England, Running Sports supports sports volunteers and the people who manage them, and has resources that can help save time, access funding and attract more members.  Much of the help it can give is FREE. To find out more go to http://www.runningsports.org/aboutus .

National Citizen Service

The Government has launched a competitive commissioning process for the delivery of National Citizen Service (NCS) pilots in summer 2012. See

http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/youngpeople/nationalcitizenservice/a0075357/national-citizen-service or http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/national-citizen-service-introduced for further information.  Hampshire County Council would like to hear from youth organisations that are thinking of applying for the funding with a view to supporting and/or forming potential partnerships.  If this is you, please contact Volker Buck of the Family and Parent Support and Commissioning Unit on 01962 846197 or mobile 07595 214803. The deadline for applications is noon on 5 May 2011.
Thinking of Setting up a Charitable Incorporated Organisation?

The Charity Commission has published guidance for anyone interested in setting up a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). A CIO is a new legal form, created in response to charities requesting a new structure that could provide benefits of being a company without having to feel some of the burdens. To see the guidance got to http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/Start_up_a_charity/Do_I_need_to_register/CIOs/default.aspx .

Age Discrimination

The Equality Act 2010 includes provisions enabling a ban on age discrimination in the provision of services and public functions. Implementing the age discrimination ban requires secondary legislation to be made, setting out the circumstances in which it would remain lawful to use age as a reason for treating people differently. To see and comment on the Government Equalities Office's consultation on the proposals for this secondary legislation go to http://www.equalities.gov.uk/equality_act_2010/age_consultation_2011.aspx .  The closing date for comments is 25 May.

Amateur Sport as a Charitable Purpose

Amateur sport is often used to advance a number of charitable aims. The Charity Commission is carrying out a consultation on when it is appropriate for a charity to adopt an aim to advance amateur sports or games as a charitable aim and what can be done by charities to advance that aim for the public benefit. For further information or to reply to the consultation go to http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Charity_requirements_guidance/Charity_essentials/Public_benefit/pbaas.aspx . The closing date for comments is 31 May.

Special Educational Needs and Disability

Sarah Teather, Minister of State for Children and Families, has launched a Green Paper on special educational needs and disability which makes wide-ranging proposals to respond to the frustrations of children and young people, their families and the professionals who work with them.  The proposals will be consulted on until 30 June.  For further information go to http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1748&external=no&menu=1 .

Localism Bill

The Localism Bill is about devolving more power to local councils and local people who the Government think are best placed to make decisions on meeting local need. For more information on the Bill, go to http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010

 HYPERLINK "http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html"
-11/localism.html .

New Rules on Paternity Leave

The right to additional paternity leave rule has now taken effect. Fathers or partners with babies due on or after 3 April 2011 will be able to take up to 6 months additional paternity leave once the mother has returned to work and may be paid if taken during the mother's maternity pay period. For more information go to 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Moneyandworkentitlements/WorkAndFamilies/Paternityrightsintheworkplace/index.htm .

Changes to National Minimum Wage 

The national minimum wage for adults will increase by 15p from 1st October 2011 to £6.08 an hour, the government have announced. For more information on this and other increases go to 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Employment/Employees/TheNationalMinimumWage/DG_10027201 

GP Consortia Reference Guide

A summary of the main developments taking place in relation to GP Consortia over the next two years has been produced by Regional Voices. The document aims to provide a quick reference guide and includes a timeline from now up to April 2013 when GP Consortia will take full control of budgets and Primary Care Trusts will be abolished. Go to http://www.raise-networks.org.uk/archive/?/documents/160/direct/ to download the guide.
Health Lives, Healthy People Strategy

The Government has published a White Paper on public health, 'Healthy Lives, Healthy People: Our strategy for public health in England'. It sets out a radical new approach that gives local authorities the freedom, funding and responsibility for improving public health in their local area. To view the White Paper go to

http://www.raisenetworks.org.uk/media/documents/healthyliveshealthypeopleourstrategyforpubliche

althinengland.pdf. To read a briefing sheet prepared by RAISE go to http://www.raisenetworks.org.uk/media/documents/healthyliveshealthypeoplebriefingpaper.pdf.
Microsoft Britain Works NGO Programme

A major component of Britain Works is the NGO (Non Government Organisations) Programme which provides resources and connects UK registered charities working in the employability arena. Any registered UK charity with an employability programme is eligible to apply to the programme, where you will have access to a variety of benefits to enable you to help more of your beneficiaries into employment through IT skills. This programme is to assist charities that work at community level to help people get back into employment. Microsoft offers a menu of in-kind resources that charities can benefit from. The software donation process is now run by the Charity Technology Trust. The Charity Technology Exchange (CTX) programme enables UK-based charities to request from a range of Microsoft software. We offer eligible organisations up to six titles, including our most popular software packages like Microsoft Office. Organisations can get up to 50 copies of each title every two year period. Donations include free upgrades for two years and access to a range of e-learning resources. Not all charities are eligible but the vast majority are and there are no limits on the number of organisations who can receive a donation. Grantees pay a nominal administrative fee to the Charity Technology Exchange. Go to http://www.ctxchange.org/about_ctx/partners/microsoft to apply. The Microsoft Registered Refurbisher programme works with eligible refurbishers to provide legally installed software on refurbished desktop PCs and laptops to provide low-cost computers to charitable organisations. Go to http://www.microsoft.com/refurbishedpcs for more details. The Microsoft Digital Literacy Curriculum teaches basic computer concepts and skills so that people can use computer technology confidently. It is available free to use directly from the internet and provides an OCR accreditation. Go to www.microsoft.com/uk/dlc for more details.
If you have found this e-News useful, please forward it to members of your organisation and others who may find it interesting. If you do not yet receive this e-News directly OR no longer want to receive it, e-mail a message to info@cfeh.org.uk including your name, surname, address and the name of your organisation.  You can also submit short news items to the same e-mail address.
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